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THE  SABBATH. 


THE  SABBATH  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 


When  God  organized  the  worlds 
that  exist  in  the  universe,  he  es- 
tablished laws  to  govern  them.  When 
he  framed  this  tiny  world,  and  placed 
a race  of  men  here  for  a good  and 
wise  purpose,  he  gave  them  laws  to 
govern  them,  both  in  their  duty  to 
their  Creator  and  their  fellowmen. 
One  of  those  laws  was  that  the 
seventh  day  according  to  our  man- 
ner of  reckoning  time,  should  be 
kept  for  the  Sabbath.  “And  God 
blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sancti- 
fied it,”  Gen.  2:3.  The  seventh  day 
being  “sanctified,”  means  that  it  was 
made  a holy  day,  a day  in  which 
labor  should  not  be  done.  Very 
true,  the  book  of  Genesis  gives  no 
direct  command  to  men  to  keep 
this  day.  On  this  account,  very 
many  believe  that  the  Sabbath  was 
not  kept  until  the  time  of  Moses. 
Not  only  do  many  believe  this,  but 
more  than  this.  They  think  there 
was  no  law  of  God,  or  Scripture 
written  before  Hoses’  time.  This  is 
a very  erroneous  belief,  and  on  this 
account  it  will  be  well  to  offer  some 


explanation,  before  proceeding  with 
'he  subject. 

It  is  no  proof  that  God  did  not 
give  men  his  laws  long  before  Moses 
lived,  yes  back  in  the  days  of  Adam, 
because  full  particulars  of  those  laws 
are  not  tound  in  the  book  of  Genesis. 
That  book  is  all  the  scripture  that 
the  Tible  contains,  to  cover  a period 
in  the  world’s  history  of  2,500  years. 
For  this  reason  it  is  evident  that 
only  a very  condensed  account  could 
be. given,  of  the  great  things  said  and 
done,  bv  the  good  men-who  lived 
during  that  time. 

Do  you  beleive  that  God  would 
drown  the  Antedeluvian  race  if  he 
had  not  already  given  them  his  laws? 
They  broke  them  to  such  an  extent, 
that  they  became  so  wicked  that  it 
was  better  in  the  judgement  of  an  all 
wise  God,  that  they  should  live  no 
longer.  Jesus  ought  to  know  what  a 
merciful  and  wise  being  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  is.  This  is  what  he  said  of 
him,  “What  man  is  there  of  you, 
whom  if  his  son  ask  bread,  will  he 
give  him  a stone?  Or  if  he  ask  a fish, 
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will  he  give  him  a serpent?  If  ye  then, 
being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much 
more  shall  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  give  good  things  to  them 
that  ask  him?”  Matt.  7:9-11.  Now 
when  we  have  such  a merciful  Goa 
as  this,  I ask  you,  would  he  drown 
that  great  people  without  giving 
them  his  laws  to  guide  them  in  the 
way  of  righteousness?  Forbid  the 
thought!  and  it  is  forbidden. 

Judah,  the  son  of  Jacob  had  three 
sons,  but  the  oldest  one  died.  Then 
Judah  gave  directions  for  the  next 
oldest  son  to  marry  the  widow,  “And 
raise  up  seed  to  thy  brother,”  Gen. 
38:7-8.  From  this  it  is  evident,  that 
the  law  of  God  requiring  a woman 
whose  husband  died  childless,  to 
marry  the  husband’s  brother,  was 
observed  in  Judah’s  time.  Full  par- 
ticulars of  this  law  is  found  in  Deu. 
25:5-10.  This  shows  that  the  law  of 
God  on  this  subject  was  given  long 
before  Moses  was  born. 

What  made  Abraham  build  alters 
and  offer  sacrifices  on  them,  if  the 
law  of  God  did  not  require  him  to 
do  so?  Not  only  did  Abraham  do 
this,  but  Noah  also,  Gen.  8:20.  Sac- 
rifices were  offered  in  the  days  01 
Abel,  Gen.  4:4.  Why  was  this  done, 
if  the  Lord  had  not  given  directions 
concerning  it? 

Read  Gen.  7:1-8,  8:20,  and  you 
will  find  that  Noah  understood  the 
law  of  the  Lord  that  is  mentioned  by 
Moses  in  Lev.  11  ch.,  where  it  is  ex- 
plained what  kind  of  beasts  and 


fowls,  were  “clean,”  or  “unclean.” 
He  was  commanded  to  take  into  the 
ark  o.t  clean  beasts  and  clean  fowls 
by  sevens,  and  of  those  unclean  by 
two;  male  and  female  in  each  case. 
How  would  he  know  which  animals 
were  “clean”  or  “unclean,”  if  God 
had  not  specified  it  in  his  law?  Gen. 
7:2-3.  Noah  was  weil  aware  that 
the  Lord  had  given  a commandment 
forbidding  men  to  eat  the  blood  of 
animals,  Gen.  9:3.  This  same  law 
is  spoken  of  in  Deu.  12:23,  and  was 
kept  up  b)  the  Apostles  of  the  New 
Testament,  Acts  15:19-20. 

Do  you  suppose  that  a righteous 
man  like  Melchizedek  would  “Bring 
forth  bread  and  wine;”  or  Abraham, 
“The  father  of  the  faithful”  pay 
“tithes,”  if  the  Lord  had  not  given  a 
law  which  directed  them  to  do  so? 
I tell  you  no,  see  Gen.  14:18-20. 
Great  and  good  men  like  they  were, 
would  not  do  as  they  did  in  this 
matter  for  mere  idle  pastime. 

Isaac  was  a righteous  man  like  his 
father.  For  this  reason  the  Lord 
promised  him  the  same  blessing  that 
he  did  to  his  father.  That  was  to 
“Make  thy  seed  to  multiply  as  the 
stars  of  heaven,  and  I will  give  unto 
thy  seed  all  these  countries;  and  in 
thy  seed  shall  all  nations  of  the 
earth  be  blessed.”  Here  is  the 
reason  why  the  .Lord  made  this 
promise,  “Because  that  Abraham 
obeyed  my  voice,  and  kept  my 
charge,  my  commandments,  my 
statutes,  and  my  laws”  Gen.  26:2-5. 
This  is  undeniable  proof  that  God 
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had  given  to  men  his  “command- 
ments and  laws,”  hundreds  of  years 
before  Moses  stood  on  mount  Sinai. 

Ye  who  say  there  was  no  Sabbath 
day  before  Moses'  time,  because  the 
first  book  of  the  Bible  does  not  dis- 
tinctly say  so,  might  just  as  well  say 
that  Enoch  did  not  prophesy, because 
it  is  not  mentioned  in  that  book;  nor 
is  it  spoken  ot  anywhere  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Well,  Enoch  prophe- 
sied just  the  same  whether  it  was 
written  in  Genesis  concerning  him 
or  not,  for  the  Apostle  Jude  says  so, 
Jude  14  ver.  If  the  short  epistle  of 
Jude  was  lost,  as  many  books  of 
scripture  have  been,  we  would  have 
known  nothing  about  this  matter. 

The  fact  is,  the  book  of  Genesis  is 
almost  entirely  made  up  of  quota- 
tions from  the  scriptures,  that  were 
written  before  the  time  of  Moses. 
When  St. Matthew  wrote  his  gospel, 
he  gave  the  genealogy  of  Jesus 
, Christ  from  the  time  of  Abraham* 
This  he  did  like  all  other  Bible  writ- 
ers, by  quoting  from  the  scriptures 
that  preceeded  his  day.  They  all 
did  this  when  writing  of  events  that 
occurred  long  before  they  lived. 
When  Moses  wrote  the  generations 
mentioned  in  Gen.  10  and  11  chap- 
ters, we  may  safely  conclude  that  he 
did  the  same  as  Mathew.  How 
could  Moses  have  known  the  names 
of  all  the  men  spoken  of  in  those 
chapters,  their  wives  and  children,  if 
their  names  had  not  been  written  in 
the  scriptures? 

Ye  who  say  there  were  no  laws  of 


God,  and  no  scripture  before  mount 
Sinai  “Quaked,  and  the  people  did 
exceedingly  fear  and  tremble,”  tell 
me  how  was  Moses  able  to  tell  word 
for  word  of  the  dying  prophet  Jacob, 
who  called  his  twelve  sons  to  him 
and  told  them  what  would  befall 
their  posterity  in  “The  last 
days?”  Gen.  49CI1.  The  most  reas- 
onable way  to  believe  he  got  ac- 
quainted with  those  words,  is  to  say 
that  some  of  Jacob's  sons  had  writ- 
ten them  down,  and  “Israel's  Law- 
giver” read  them  in  the  scriptures. 

This  is  good  evidence  that  there 
was  scripture  written  before  Moses 
was  born,  but  it  will  be  well  to  give 
more  definite  proof.  “Enoch  the 
seventh  from  Adam  prophesied,” 
Jude  14-16  verses.  This  prophecy 
would  have  been  scripture. 

Moses  was  raised  by  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  and  when  forty  years  old 
went  “To  visit  his  brethren,  the 
children  of  Israel.  For  he  supposed 
his  brethren  would  have  understood 
how  that  God  would  by  his  hand  de- 
liver them:  but  they  understood 
not,”  Acts  7:22-24.  Why  did  “he 
suppose  his  brethern  would  have 
understood  how  that  God  by  Lis 
hand  would  deliver  them?”  The 
reason  is  this;  the  prophets  and  pat- 
riarchs who  lived  hundreds  of  years 
before  he  did,  prophesied  of  him, 
and  the  great  work  he  did.  The 
early  prophets  of  the  world's  history 
must  have  accurately  described 
Moses,  or  he  would  never  have 
thought,  “his  brethren  ought  to 
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have  known  that  God  by  his  hand 
would  deliver  them.” 

There  are  some  who  are  so  anx- 
ious to  make  themselves  believe 
that  there  was  no  law  of  God,  be- 
fore it  was  given  Irom  Mount  Sinai, 
that  they  quote  Deu.  5:3  to  prove 
their  position.  “The  Lord  made 
not  this  covenant  with  our  fathers, 
but  with  us,  even  us,  who  are  all  ol 
us  here  aliye  this  day.”  Very  true, 
the  Lord  did  make  a coyenant  with 
the  people  at  that  time,  but  this 
does  not  prove  that  laws  were  not 
given,  and  covenants  made  long  be 
fore  this.  The  fact  is  they  were. 
The  Lord  made  a covenant  with  No- 
ah, Gen.  9:9-17.  After  this,  he  made 
a bargain  with  Abraham,  and  com- 
manded circumcision  as  “A  token  ol 
the  covenant,”  Gen.  17:1-13.  The 
God  ol  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
gave  his  laws  in  the  days  of  Adam, 
and  they  were  reiterated  by  Moses 
together  with  a lew  additions.  One 
ol  those  additions  was,  to  keep  the 
feast  of  the  Passover.  I have  not 
written  all  that  might  be  on  these 
points,  but  hope  it  is  enough.  I 
will  now-  return  to  the  subject;  the 
Sabbath  day. 

The  children  of  Israel  nad  been 
delivered  out  of  Egypt  but  a short 
time,  when  they  began  to  complain 
against  their  leader  on  account  of 
hunger.  “Then  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  I will  rain  bread  lrom  heaven 
for  you.”  The  Lord  went  on  to  ex- 
plain and  said,  “On  the  sixth  day 
they  shall  prepare  that  which  they 


bring  in,  and  it  shall  be  twice  as 
much  as  they  gather  daih,”  Ex.  16: 
4-5.  Why  did  God  send  “twice  as 
much”  Manna  on  the  sixth  day,  as 
he  did  other  days?  Read  on 
through  the  chapter  untill  you  come 
to  the  26th  ver.,  and  you  will  find 
out  why  this  was  done.  It  was  be- 
cause the  next  day  or  seventh  was 
the  Sabbath.  “Six  days  ye  shall 
gather  it;  (Manna),  but  on  the  sev- 
enth day,  which  is  the  Sabbath,  in  it 
there  shall  be  none.”  Bear  in  mind 
these  words  were  spoken  before  the 
law  was  given  on  Mount  Sinai.  For 
this  reason  it  shows  plain  enough 
that  the  people  were  obeying  the 
law  on  this  subject,  that  had  been 
given  long  before  this.  Early  in 
the  book  of  Genesis  it  is  said,  “The 
Lord  blessed  the  seventh  day  and 
sancitilied  it.”  After  sancitifving  the 
day,  he  commanded  men  to  keep  it 
holy.  By  the  evidence  already 
shown,  it  ought  to  be  plain  to  ever^ 
person  that  this  was  done  in  the 
days  of  Adam. 

When  the  Israelites  arrived  at 
Mount  Sinai,  the  Lord  reiterated  the 
ten  commandments,  and  they  were 
recorded  in  the  20  ch.  ol  Ex.  The 
fourth  reads  as  follows:  “Remember 
the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy. 
Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all 
thy  work;  but  the  seventh  day  is  the 
Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God.  In 
it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou, 
nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy 
man  servent,  nor  thy  maidservant, 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that 
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is  within  thy  gates:  for  in  six  days 
the  Lord  made  heayen  and  earth, 
the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and 
rested  the  seventh  day:  wherefore 
the  Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  hallowed  it,”  verses  8-n.  The 
first  part  of  this  law  is  a command 
for  men -“to  labor  six  days.”  The 
latter  part  requires  them  to  keep 
the  seventh  day  for  the  Sabbath. 
This  law  tells  us,  “for  in  six  days  the 
Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the 
sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and 
rested  the  seventh  day.”  These 
words  just  quoted  are  the  reason 
why,  or  the  “wherefore  the  Lord 
blessed  the  7th,  and  hallowed  it.”  The 
Lord  organized  the  creation  in  six 
ages,  and  rested  the  seventh  age, 
according  to  his  manner  of  reckoning 
time.  For  this  reason  he  requires 
men  to  keep  the  seventh  day  for  the 
Sabbath  according  to  our  manner 
of  reckoning  time.  “The  same  cause 
always  produces  the  same  result”  is 
an  axiom  well  understood.  “The 
cause”  in  this  case  is,  that  God 
“rested  from  all  his  works”  on  the 
seventh  day,  or  age.  “The  result” 
is,  that  he  commanded  men  to  keep 
that  day  for  the  Sabbath.  This 
“cause”  and  “result”  existed  in  the 
davs  of  Adam,  as  well  as  in  the 
time  of  Moses. 

If  we  break  the  laws  of  God,  it.  is 
called  sin:  for  “Sin  is  the  transgres- 
sion of  the  law,”  1 John  3:4.  If 
men  do  anything  on  which  the  Lord 
has  given  no  law  it  would  be  no  sin 
to  do  this,  for  St.  Paul  tells  us, 


“Where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  trans- 
gression,” Rom.  4:15.  “Sin  is  not 
imputed  when  there  is  no  law ,”  Rom. 
5:13.  If  the  ten  commandments  had 
not  been  given  before  Moses’  time; 
then  it  would  be  no.  sin  before  this 
time  for  men  to  steal,  break  the 
Sabbath,  worship  idols,  covet  your 
neighbors  wife,  murder,  bear  false 
witness  against  your  neighbor,  and 
take  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain. 
Why?  because  “where  no  law  is 
there  is  no  transgression:”  “Sin  is 
not  imputed  when  there  is  no  law.” 
This  shows  the  folly  of  claiming 
that  there  was  no  Sabbath  day,  or 
no  law  of  God  given  before 
the  Israelites  left  Egypt.  Ye  who 
have  believed  this  error  in  the  past, 
ought  to  study  your  Bibles  more 
carefully  than  you  haye.  I venture 
to  say,  there  a^e  many  important 
truths  contained  in  that  holy  book 
with  which  you  are  yet  unacquaint- 
ed. Irom  the  time  the  law  was  giv- 
en on  Mount  Sinai,  until  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world,  it  is  un- 
iversally believed  that  the  seventh 
day  was  the  Sabbath.  For  this 
reason  further  comment  on  this  part 
of  the  subject  is  unnecessary. 

The  Sabbath  «of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

There  are  some  persons  who  say 
the  Savior  never  taught  the  Sabbath 
day.  This  is  certainly  a false  state- 
ment. One  of  the  Pharisees  asked 
him  “Master  which  is  the  great 
commandment  in  the  law?  Jesus 
said  unto  him,  thou  shalt  love  the 
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Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and 
with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy 
mind . This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment.  The  second  is  like 
unto  it,  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself  '.  On  these  two  command- 
ments hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets ,”  Mat.  22:36-40.  Jesus 
taught  these  two  great  laws,  and 
who  can  deny  that  they  include  in 
them  the  ten  of  Ex.  20  ch.  Not 
only  them,  but  all  the  command- 
ments that  God  has  given,  for  “on 
these  two  hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets. ” He  taught  “the  law  and 
the  prophets,”  for  many  times  in 
the  gospels  he  quoted  from  them, 
to  explain  to  the  people  what  he 
wished  to.  Among  the  rest  of  the 
things  Jesus  taught  was,  “Remem- 
ber the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 
holy.”  He  taught  this,  because  it 
is  included  in  the  two  great  laws,  and 
it  requires  all  the  scriptures  God  has 
given  to  explain  them. 

Right  here  it  will  be  well  to  re- 
mark to  all  who  think  we  have 
nothing  now  to  do  with  the  Old 
Testament,  that  our  Saviour  preach- 
ed out  of  it,  and  so  did  his  Apostles. 
It  was  good  enough  for  them,  and  it 
ought  to  be  good  enough  for  us. 
“Search  the  scriptures;  for  in  them 
ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life;  and 
they  are  they  which  testify  of  me,’ 
St.John  5:39.  Bear  in  mind  it  was 
the  Old  Testament  scriptures  that 
Jesus  referred  to,  for  the  good  reas- 
on there  was  no  other  at  that  time. 
There  are  not  many  who  believe  the 


Savior  never  taught  the  sabbath  day 
But  it  is  a common  thing  in  these 
days  to  find  men  who  believe  that 
not  only  the  Sabbath,  but  nearly  all 
the  laws  of  God  were  changed  by 
the  Apostles  when  Christ  was  cruci- 
fied. This  idea  is  very  erroneous; 
there  was  very  little  change  made. 
If  there  were  any  great  changes 
made  in  God’s  law  at  this  time,  why 
didn’t  Jesus  give  us  some  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  in  his  teachings 
in  the  gospels?  The  evidences  in 
the  gospels  are  that  almost  every 
law  of  God  went  right  along  as  they 
had  before.  He  often  found  it  nec- 
essary to  rebuke  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  “For  teaching  for  doc- 
trines the  commandments  ol  men.” 
This  class  of  religious . teachers  had 
perverted  the  laws  ot  God;  that  is, 
they  changed  some  of  them  lrom 
what  they  were  before  and  after 
Moses’  time.  If  Christ  was  here 
now  Me  would  find  it  just  as  neces- 
sary to  rebuke  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees, as  when  he  was  on  the  earth. 
Jesus  kept  the  Sabbath  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  the  week.  After  heal- 
ing a leper  he  told  him  to  “Go  thy 
way,  show  thyself  to  the  priest,  and 
offer  the  gift  that  Moses  commanded , 
fora  testimony  unto  them,”  Mat.  8: 
1-4.  Besides  this,  he  kept  the  feast 
of  the  Passover,  Mat.  26:17-18. 
Some  will  say,  “well  I know  that 
Jesus  made  very  little  change  dur- 
ing his  ministry;  the  change  was 
made  by  the  Apostles  after  their 
leader  was  put  to  death.”  This 
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cannot  be;  for  the  Apostles  taught 
the  gospel  just  as  they  were  com- 
manded to  do;  if  they  did  not,  they 
would  be  false  teachers. 

Others  say,  "it  is  plain  enough 
that  Christ  never  taught  in  his  life- 
time there  would  be  much  change 
made  in  the  gospel;  but  after  he 
was  resurrected  he  came  and  talked 
with  his  deciples,  and  it  was  then 
he  told  them  to  make  great  changes 
in  the  laws  of  God.”  I am  sat:sfied 
this  latter  view  of  this  subject  finds 
many  supporters.  It  will  be  well  to 
investigate  this  claim,  and  see  how 
it  will  hold  out.  If  the  Apostles 
changed  one  law  of  God  without  be- 
ing told  to  do  so,  they  would  be  false 
teachers,  and  to  admit  that  Jesus 
came  back  after  his  resurrection 
and  told  them  to  change  them, 
would  have  the  effect  of  making 
him  out  to  be  not  much  short  of  a 
religious  imposter.  I will  tell  you 
why.  He  preached  for  three  years, 
had  twelve  men  to  assist  him,  and 
a quorum  of  seventys,  and  sent 
them  all  out  to  preach.  All  this 
preaching  was  done  publicly . Now 
to  admit  that  he  came  back  after  he 
was  resurrected,  a chance  that  very 
few  ever  had,  and  privately,  (tor  he 
never  again  appeared  publicly,) 
told  his  Apostles  that  he  wanted 
great  changes  made  in  the  gospel, 
it  would  look  as  if  he  and  all  his  fol- 
lowers were  preaching  false  doc- 
trines, and  he  had  not  found  it  out 
until  after  he  was  dead.  Jesus  nev- 
er did  such  a things  he  never  came 


back  in  his  glorified  body  and  an- 
nulled one  law  he  preached  in  his 
lifetime.  In  his  resurrected  state 
he  talked  with  two  men  who  went  to 
a village  called  Emmanus  and  with 
the  Apostles,  and  his  whole  conver- 
sation was  to  get  them  to  understand 
that  his  death  and  resurrection 
was  in  fulfillment  of  several  proph- 
ecies of  the  Old  Testament;  see 
Luke  24  ch.  There  has  been  many 
religious  teachers  in  this  world  who 
have  taught  false  doctrines  during 
their  lifetime,  that  would  gladly 
come  back  after  their  death,  if  they 
could,  and  correct  their  false 
preaching.  It  was  not  so  with  our 
Saviour.  He  taught  the  truth,  and 
kept  the  laws  of  God  perfectly.  "In 
him  was  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth.”  All  the 
prophets  of  the  Bible  taught  what 
they  did  during  their  life,  and  never 
found  it  necessary  to  countermand 
their  teachings.  Jesus  was  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rest.  St.  Mat  in- 
forms us  that  after  Christ  was  resur- 
rected he  cold  his  deciples,  “Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost:  teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I have 
commanded  you,11  Mat.  28:18-19. 
Now  I ask  you,  when  did  he  “com- 
mand them?”  Certainly  during  his 
life,  he  didn’t  wait  until  after  he  was 
dead.  If  therg  was  any  change 
made  in  the  laws  of  God  when 
Christ  was  crucified,  he  taught  these 
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things  during  his  ministry,  and  his 
Apostles  taught  what  they  were 
“commanded.” 

The  religious  teachers  of  this  gen- 
eration differ  widely  in  their  belief 
in  regard  to  what  was  discontinued 
in  the  laws  ot  God  after  the  Saviour 
was  put  to  death.  Some  claim  that 
the  Sabbath  was  “done  away  with,” 
others  that  it  was  changed  from  the 
seventh,  to  the  first  day  of  the  week. 
Others  that  the  marriage  law  was 
made  quite  different  from  what  it 
used  to  be,  that  infant  baptism  (so 
called)  takes  the  place  of  Jewish 
circumcission,  and  all  sacrifices 
ceased.  Some  even  claim  the 
whole  decalogue,  and  all  the  old 
laws  were  “done  away  with.”  Now 
when  there  is  such  a difference  of 
opinion  concerning  what  remained 
in  force  after  Christ  left  the  earth, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  honest 
seeker  of  truth  to  conform  his  mind 
closely  to  what  “the  book  of  books” 
says,  in  order  to  find  out  the  truth. 

The  Lord  gave  his  command- 
ments to  men  in  the  days  of  Adam, 
as  has  already  been  shown.  To 
them  he  added  that  of  circumcision 
in  the  days  of  Abraham.  To  the 
laws  that  were  given  before  Moses, 
there  was  added  the  Law  to  keep  the 
feast  of  the  Passover,  in  his  day  and 
by  him.  To  keep  the  feast  of  the 
Passover  was  by  no  means  the  only 
law  that  Moses  gave.  The  Lord 
by  him  reiterated  the  command- 
ments that  were  given  before  this, 
and  to  these  was  added  what  is 


known  in  the  scriptures  as,  “the  ad- 
ded law.”  It  is  this  last  mentioned 
law  that  Ezekiel  speakes  of  where 
he  says,  “Because  they  had  not  exe- 
cuted my  judgements,  but  had  de- 
spised my  statutes,  and  had  pollut- 
ed my  Sabbaths,  and  their  eyes 
were  after  their  fathers’  idols. 
Wherefore  I gave  them  also  statutes 
that  were  not  good , and  judgements 
whereby  they  should  not  live”  Ezek. 
20:24-25. 

It  is  only  bv  having  a knowledge 
of, , and  obeying  the  laws  of  God, 
that  a man  can  be  righteous.  But 
St. Paul  tells  us,  “That  the  law  was 
not  made  for  a righteous  man, 
but  for  the  lawless  and  disobedient, 
for  the  ungodly  and  for  sinners,  for 
unholy  and  profane,  for  murderers 
of  fathers  and  murderers  of  moth- 
ers, * * * and  if  there  be  any  other 
thing  that  is  contrary  to  sound  doc- 
trine,” 1 Tim.  1:9-10.  By  this  we 
find  there  was  a law  given  on  ac- 
count of  the  wicked  people,  “that 
was  not  made  for  a righteous  man.” 
This  law  was  added  by  Moses  as 
Ezekiel  say  s,  “because  they  had  not 
executed  my  judgements,  but  des- 
pised my  statutes,  and  poluted  my 
Sabbaths.” 

The  Apostle  Paul  gives  further  in- 
formation on  this  subject  in  Gal.  3: 
19.  Wherefore  then  serveth  the 
law ? It  was  added  because  of  trans- 
gressions, till  the  seed  should  come  to 
whom  the  promise  was  made;  and 
it  was  ordained  by  angels  in  the 
hand  of  a mediator.”  “The  seed” 
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spoken  of  here  refers  to  Jesus 
Christ.  For  this  reason  “the  law” 
referred  to  in  this  place  that  “ was 
added  because  of  transgressions  till 
the  seed  should  come,”  was  discon- 
tinued. “Wherefore  the  law  was 
our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto 
Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by 
faith.  But  after  faith  is  come  we 
are  no  longer  under  a schoolmas- 
ter, Gal.  3:24.  This  verse  helps  us 
to  understand,  that  “the  added  law” 
was  a “schoolmaster”  to  make  the 
Israelites  repent  of  their  sins,  and 
come  unto  Christ.  This  severe  law 
was  discontinued;  that  is  it  was  no 
longer  binding,  or  in  force,  after 
Christ  came,  yet  it  was  by  no 
means  taken  from  the  scriptures. 

We  are  taught  in  several  places 
in  the  New  Testament,  that  Christ 
sacrificed  his  blood  for  the  sins  of 
the  world.  No  doubt  on  this  ac- 
count some  kinds  of  sacrifices  * were 
no  longer  kept  up.  One  thing  is  very 
sure,  they  did  not  all  cease  bv 
God’s  command.  It  will  require 
more  revelation  than  is  found  in  the 
Bible,  to  fully  determine  which 
kinds  ceased.  This  point  will  re- 
cieve  further  attention  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  work. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  “in- 
fant sprinkling”  takes  the  place  of 
Jewish  circumcision.  This  is  not 
the  case.  You  may  look:  from  Mat- 
thew to  Revelation,  and  you  cannot 
find  any  valid  evidence  to  show 
that  this  doctrine  was  practiced  in 
Apostolic  days.  Besides  this,  cir- 


cumcision was  not  “done  away 
with,”  but  was  kept  up  by  the 
writers  of  the  New  Testament. 
This  law  was  kept  up  from  the  time 
of  Abraham,  and  when  the  diss§n- 
tion  arose  in  the  Christian  church 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  recorded 
in  Acts  15  ch.,  it  was  twenty  years 
after  the  Saviour  had  left  the  earth. 
This  dissention  was  not  with  a view 
to  discontinue  this  law,  but  to  add 
more  to  it.  The  converted  Jews  kept 
this  law,  and  some  of  them  thought 
that  the  Gentiles  who  believed 
should  do  likewise,  5 ver.  Paul 
and  Barnabas  disputed  with  these 
men;  so  it  was  finally  decided  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Apost- 
les at  Jerusalem.  “And  when  there 
was  much  disputing,”  Peter,  the 
head  of  the  church,  got  up  and 
spoke  on  the  subject.  After  he  sat 
down,  James  rose  up  and  endorsed 
what  he  said.  He  concluded  his 
speech  by  saving,  “My  sentance  is 
that  we  trouble  not  them,  which 
from  among  the  Gentiles  are  turned 
to  God;  but  that  we  write  unto 
them,  that  they  abstain  from  pollu- 
tion of  idols,  and  from  fomicationy 
and  from  things  strangled,  and  from 
blood,”  ver  19-20.  It  was  then  de- 
cided by  the  leaders  of  the  church 
to  write  letters  unto  the  converted 
Gentiles,  and  send  them  by  faithful 
men.  Here  is  a part  of  the  epistle, 
“Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard,  that 
certain  which  went  out  from  us 
have  troubled  you  with  words,  sub- 
verting your  souls,  saying,  ye  (the 
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beleiving  Gentiles)  must  be  circum- 
cised, and  keep  the  law:  to  whom 
we  gave  no  such  commandment;  it 
reemed  good  unto  us,  being  assem- 
bled with  one  accord,  to  send  chos- 
en men  unto  you,”  ver.  24-25.  This 
chapter  shows  that  the  founders  of 
the  church,  who  were  of  Jewish 
origin,  still  continued  this  law;  but 
decided  that  the  Gentiles  need  not 
practice  it. 

In  New  Testament  days  there 
was  very  little  change  made  in 
God’s  law  concerning  marriage. 
The  Pharisees  asked  the  Saviour, 
“Is  it  lawful  tor  a man  to  put  away 
his  wife  for  every  cause,”  He  gave 
them  to  understand  that  it  was  not. 
“They  say  unto  him,  why  did  Moses 
then  command  to  give  a.  writing  of 
divorcement,  and  put  her  away? 
He  saith  unto  them,  Moses  because 
of  the  hardness  of  your  hearts  suffered 
you  to  put  away  your  wives',  but 
FROM  THE  BEGINNING  IT  WAS  NOT  SO. 
And  I say  unto  you,  whosoever 
shall  put  away  his  wile,  except  for 
fornication,  and  snail  marry  an- 
other, commiteth  adultry:  and  who- 
so marrieth  her  which  is  put  away 
doth  commit  adultry,”  Mat  19:3-9. 
From  this  it  is  plain  that  Jesus  for- 
bid divorces  to  be  given  for  any 
cause,  but  adultry.  “Moses  be- 
cause of  the  hardness  of  your  hearts 
suffered  you  to  put  away  your 
wives.”  The  Saviour  forbids  this 
and  said,  “in  the  beginning  it  was 
not  so.”  This  left  the  law  ot  God 
on  marriage  just  as  it  was,  “from 


the  beginning  down  to  the  time  of 
Moses.  He  furthermore  said,  if  a 
man  put  away  his  wile,  except  for  this 
one  cause,  and  another  man  marry 
her,  “he  doth  commit  adultry.” 
Why?  because  she  was  already  the 
wife  of  the  first  husband.  This  law 
that  Moses  gave,  granting  divorses 
for  many  causes,  was  a part  of  “the 
added  law,”  already  spoken  of,  that 
“Was  added  because  of  transgress- 
ions,” Gal.  3:19 

On  another  occasion  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees  caught  a woman  in 
adultry  and  said  unto  Jesus,  “Moses 
in  the  law  commanded  us,  that 
such  should  be  stoned,  but  what 
sayest  thou?”  He  answered  them 
by  saying,  “He  that  is  without  sin 
among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a 
stone  at  her  ” They  knew  thev 
were  before  this,  as  guilty  as  she, 
ao  they  walked  away  and  said  no 
more..  He  said  unto  her,  “Hath  no 
man  conderned  thee?  She  said  no 
man,  Lord.  And  fesus  said  unto 
her,  neither  do  I c.ondem  thee:  go, and 
sin  no  more.”  St.John  8:3-11.  In 
this  case  the  accusers  were  as  guilty 
ac  the  accused,  and  for  this  reason 
He  let  the  woman  go  free.  Had  her 
accusers  been  innocent  of  this 
crime,  it  is  possible  Jesus  might 
have  given  a different  answer. 
Moses  commanded  '.hat  men  or 
women  should  be  stoned  to  death 
for  adultry,  Deut.  22:22-24.  It  can- 
no*-  be  definately  determined  by  this 
case,  whether  Jesus  annulled  this 
death  penalty  or  not;  yet  from  the 
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evidence  given  here,  it  is  favorable 
to  the  idea  that  he  did.  If  he  did 
countermand  this  law,  then  it  was  a 
part  of  “the  added  law.” 

There  is  no  evidence  in  the  New 
Testament,  to  show  that  the  Sa- 
viour or  his  Apostles  made  any  fur- 
ther change  in  God’s  law  in  regard 
to  marriage,  than  what  has  been 
referred  to  here;  but  the  reverse. 
For  instance,  Paul  wrote  an  epistle 
to  the  believers  at  Corinth,  and  said 
in  regard  to  any  widow  of  theT 
church,  “She  is  at  liberty  to  be  mar- 
ried to  whom  she  will ; only  in  the 
Lord,”  i Cor.  7:39.  It  is  evident 
from  these  words,  that  Paul 
did  not  question  the  matrimo- 
nial relations  of  any  man,  that 
any  or  these  widows  might  de- 
sire to  marrv,  but  let  any  of 
them  marry  “whom  she  will.” 
The  only  restriction  he  made  was 
that  they  could  marry,  “only  in  the 
Lord;”  that  is,  in  the  Christian 
church.  I'ou  believe  St. Paul  when 
he  testified  that  “Jesus  was  the 
Christ;”  now  believe  him  when  • he 
said  this.  More  of  this  kind  of  evi- 
dence might  be  quoted  from  the 
New  Testament,  but  this' is  enough 
at  present.  I am  aware  that  this  is 
a delicate  question  to  speak  or  write 
about,  but  a teacher  of  true  religion 
cannot  deviate  to  the  right  hand  or 
the  left;  but  must,  like  Paid,  “De- 
clare the  whole  council  of  God,” 
popular  or  unpopular.  A man  has 
no  more  right  to  subtract  from 
God’s  law  on  this  subject,  than  he 


has  to  take*  faith,  repentance,  or 
baptism  fro  1/  it. 

Moses  wrote  these  words,  “Six 
days  may  work  be  done;  but  in  the 
seventh  is  the  Sabbath  of  rest,  holy 
to  the  Lord:  whosoever  doeth 
any  work  in  the  Sabbath  day, 
he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death,” 
Exodus  13:15.  There  is  one  case 
recorded  where  this  law  was  en- 
forced, Numbers  15:32-36.  We 
may  safely  conclude,  that  the  death 
penalty  for  breaking  the  Sabbath 
was  a part  of  “the  added  law,” 
although  we  are  not  informed  in  the 
New  Testament.  As  already  shown, 
this  severe  “added  law,”  was  “Ad- 
ded because  ot  transgressions.”  It 
was  not  in  force  after  “The  seed 
came  unto  whom  the  promise  was 
made,”  Gal.  3:19-25.  Besides  the 
things  already  referred  to  in  this 
law,  there  is  no  doubt  were  a few  other 
minor  commandments;  but  without 
further  revelation  fromGod  than  what 
is  contained  in  the  Bible,  it  is  im- 
possible to  point  them  out  correctly. 

Now  the  question  arises,  what 
law  remained?  The  one  the  Sav- 
iour spoke  of  when  he  said,  “Think 
not  that  I am  come  to  destroy  the  law, 
or  the  prophets:  I am  not  come  to 
destroy,  but  fulfill.  For  verily  I 
sa)  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth 
pass  (away),  one  jot  or  tittle  shall  in 
no  wise  pass  from  the  law , till  all  be 
fulfilled,”  Mat.  5:17-18.  Has  heav- 
en and  earth  passed  away  yet? 
No:  well,  until  they  do,  “one  jot  or 
one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from 


2 


THE  SABBATH  AND  THE  RESTITUTION. 


the  law”  of  God.  These  are  the 
words  of  Jesus.  Very  true,  there 
may  have  been  some  sacrifices  no 
longer  kept  up  after  Christ  made  his 
sacrifice;  but  the  commandments  on 
these  things  did  not  “pass  from  the 
law,”  but  helped  to  “fulfill”  it.  It 
was  the  same  with  the  “added  law,” 
it  did  not  “pass  from  the  law,”  but 
helped  to  “fulfill”  it.  This  shows 
plainly  that  the  Sabbath  day  re- 
mained in  force,  and  all  the  laws 
given  before  and  at  Moses’  time, 
except  what  has  been  referred  to. 

The  words  that  Jesus  uttered  here 
are  endorsed  by  what  he  said  in 
Mat.  22:36-40.  In  this  place  he 
quoted  the  two  first  great  command- 
ments, and  then  said,  “On  these  two 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.” 
Nowit  takes  “all  the  law  and  the 
prophets,”  to  explain  “these  two 
commandments,”  and  “one  jot  or 
one  tittle  shall  i?i  no  wise  pass  from 
them,  till  heaven  and  earth  pass 
away.”  Does  not  “the  law  and  the 
prophets”  teach  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  seventh  day  the  right  time  to 
keep  it?  Certainly  it  does.  They 
not  only  teach  this,  but  all  the  rest 
of  the  laws.  Ye  who  have  said,  “all 
the  old  laws  were  done  away  with,” 
had  better  learn  a lesson  from  what 
Jesus  has  spoken.  He  said  they  re- 
main in  force,  “until  heaven  and 
earth  pass  away.” 

No  doubt  you  claim  to  love  the 
Saviour  very  much.  If  you  do  he 
says  to  you,  “Keep  my  command- 
ments.” He  never  commanded 


any  person  to  contradict  what  he 
said.  The  folly  of  saying  the  words 
of  Jesus  were  changed  as  soon  as  he 
died,  has  already  been  exposed;  yet 
it  will  not  be  out  of  place,  to  add  to 
this  another  thought.  It  was  about 
twenty  years  after  he  left  the  earth, 
before  the  New  Testament  was  writ- 
ten. Now  if  the  Old  Testament 
laws  were  all  “done  away  with,”  as 
many  claim  they  were;  then  there 
was  a period  of  about  twenty  years  in 
which  God  had  no  laws,  and  this 
too  at  the  beginning  of  a new  dis- 
pensation. The  absurdity  of  such  a 
claim  is  apparent. 

The  Saviour  who  came  into  the 
world,  and  died  for  all  mankind, 
taught,  “ all  the  law  and  the  proph- 
ets.” • The  Apostles  after  him  did 
likewise:  tor  they  preached  what 
they  were  “commanded.”  Remem- 
ber it  was  not  I,  or  any  other  per- 
son of  this  generation,  who  made 
the  Old  Testament  laws,  some  of 
which  are  so  unpopnlar  now.  It 
was  God  that  directed  them  to  be 
written.  Some  persons  say,  “there 
are  a good  many  things  written 
there  that  I won’t  believe.”  My 
dear  friend,  you  don’t  have  to  if  you 
don’t  want  to.  More  than  this,  you 
need  not  believe  any  of  the  Bible,  if 
it  is  against  your  will.  But  bear  in 
mind,  it  is  only  they  who  believe 
God’s  laws,  and  do  what  is  right, 
that  reap  the  reward  of  the  right- 
eous. “Not  everyone  who  saith  un- 
to me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that 
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doeth  the  will  of  my  father 
who  is  in  heaven,”  Matthew  7: 
21.  Think  of  the  parable  of  the 
rich  man  and  Lazaraus.  The  rich 
man  died  and  wanted  some  one 
“To  rise  up  from  the  dead,”  and  be 
sent  to  warn  his  five  brethren  who 
were  yet  in  the  flesh.  The  answer 
the  Saviour  gave  was,  “They  have 
Moses  and  the  prophets , if  they  be- 
lieve not  them,  neither  would  they 
believe  if  one  rose  from  the  dead." 
From  this  parable  we  learn  that 
Jesus  recommend  the  five  brethren 
to  read,  “Moses  and  the  prophets , 
and  if  they  believe  not  them,  neith- 
er would  they  believe  though  one 
rose  from  the  dead.”  It  is  the 
same  to-day.  If  men  won’t  believe 
the  scriptures  that  God  has  given, 
they  would  not  believe  them  any 
quicker,  if  some  one  should  “rise 
from  the  dead”  and  testify  to  their 
truth.  God  has  given  the  New,  to 
help  to  explain  the  Old  Testament, 
and  said,  “not  one  jot  or  tittle  shall 
pass  from  the  law3  until  heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away.”  Dear  read- 
er, if  you  want  a place  in  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,  you  must  conform 
your  mind,  to  believe  and  obey  the 
laws  that  govern  the  kingdom. 

When  the  Apostle  John  wrote  his 
second  epistle,  he  made  use  of  these 
words.  “And  now  I beseech  thee, 
lady,  not  as  though  I wrote  a new 
commandment  unto  thee,  but  that 
which  we  had  from  the  beginning, 
that  we  love  one  another . And  this 
is  love,  that  we  walk  after  his  com- 


mandments. This  is  the  command- 
ment, that  as  ye  have  heard  from 
the  begginning,  ye  should  walk  in 
it,"  2 John  5-6  ver.  Now  whether 
we  believe  the  words  “from  the  be- 
ginning,” means  when  Christ  com- 
menced his  ministry,  or  in  the  days 
of  Adam,  it  would  be  all  the  same, 
the  seventh  dav  was  the  Sabbath. 
St.  John  wrote  his  epistle  about  A. 
D.  90.  On  this  account,  he  en- 
dorsed the  seventh  day  for  the  Sab- 
bath, about  sixty  years  after  Christ 
left  the  earth.  The  Apostle  tells  us 
that  he  had  no  “new  command- 
ment” to  write,  but  the  same  that 
was  given  “from  the  beginning,  that 
we  love  one  another P He  then  went 
on  to  explain  what  it  was,  “to  love 
one  another.”  In  order  to  do  this, 
we  need  to  “walk  after  the  com- 
mandments that  ye  heard  from  the 
beginning." 

“Brethren,  I wrote  no  new  com- 
mandment, unto  you,  but  an  old  com- 
mandment which  ye  had  fropi  the  be- 
ginning. This  old  commandment  is 
the  word  which  ye  have  heard  from 
the  beginning ,"  1 John  2:7.  From 
this  it  is  .evident,  that  the  Apostle 
John  had  “no  new  commanament” 
to  give  unto  the  church,  “but  an  old 
commandment  which  they  had  from 
the  beginning.”  The  24th.  ver.  of 
this  chapter  teaches  the  same  as 
those  words  just  quoted.  This 
makes  three  times  that  he  said,  “I 
write  no  new  commandment  unto 
you,  but  that  which  ye  had  from  the 
begginning."  Now  the  question 
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arises,  does  the  Apostle  mean  from 
the  beginning  of  Christs  ministry,  or 
from  the  days  of  Adam?  He  gives 
us  further  information  on  this  point 
when  he  said,  “For  this  is  the  mes- 
sage that  ye  heard from  the  beginning , 
that  we  should  love  one  another. 
Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that 
wicked  one,  and  slew  his  brother. 
And  wherefore  slew  he  him?  Be- 
cause his  own  works  were  evil,  and 
his  brother’s  righteous,”  i John  3: 
11-12.  This  is  the  fourth  time 
these  words  are  mentioned.  From 
this  quotation  we  learn  that  we  are 
to  be  guided  in  our  religious  belief, 
by  “the  message  that  ye  heard  from 
the  beginning.”  Then  he  says,  “not 
as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked 
one,  and  slew  his  brother.”  On 
account  of  John  speaking  of  “the 
message  that  ye  heard  from  the  be- 
ginning,” and  then  referring  directly 
to  Cain,  it  is  evident  that  it  was  in 
the  days  of  Adam  that  lie  meant 
when  speaking  of  “the  beginning.” 

But  the  “beloved  deciple”  settles 
the  question  when  he  wrote,  “He 
that  committeth  sin  is  of  the  Devil: 
for  the  Devil  sinneth  from  the  be- 
ginning,” 1 John  3:8.  Words  are 
used  to  express  ideas.  The  same 
word  “beginning”  is  used  here  as  in 
the  previous  quotations.  Now  I 
ask  you,  did  the  Devil  sin  only  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Saviour’s 
ministry,  or  from  the  beginning  of 
men’s  career  on  the  earth?  Any 
person  will  admit  that  he  has  been 
a mischief  maker  since  the  begin- 


ning of  the  world.  The  inevitable 
conclusion  is,  if  Satan  was  a sinner 
in  the  days  of  Adam,  as  he  certain- 
ly was,  then  John  meant  the  sme 
time  in  the  world’s  history  when  he 
said,  “I  write  no  new  commandment 
unto  you,  but  that  which  ye  had 
from  tha  beginning .” 

The  sum  of  what  St,  John  says  in 
these  places  is  this:  “the  command- 
ments” he  taught  were  the  same  as 
were  given  in  the  beginning,” 
or  Old  Testament  days  back  fo  the 
time  of  Adam,  and  *‘the  command- 
ments” given  in  “the  beginning” 
were  the  same  as  he  preached. 
Now  John  preached  the  same 
as  the  other  Appostles,  for  they 
all  tanght  what  Jesus  com- 
manded them.  Therefore  what 
was  taught  in  New  Testament  days, 
was  proclaimed  in  Old  Testament 
times,  and  that  which  was  given  for 
God’s  laws  from  Gensis  to  Malachi, 
was  taught  by  St.  John  and  the  rest 
of  the  Apostles.  To  many  this  is  a 
new  idea,  and  they  are  apt  to  think 
it  is  not  true.  Please  read  carefully 
the  references  that  have  been  given 
on  this  point,  for  they  do  teach 
what  has  just  been  stated.  “But” 
says  the  astonished  reader,  “if  I be- 
lieve what  John  says  in  the  places 
just  quoted,  I would  have  to  believe 
that  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  supper 
were  taught  by  ‘Moses  and  the 
prophets,’  because  they  are  com- 
manded in  the  New  Testament.” 
Ycur  conclusion  is  correct,  you 
would  believe  this,  it  you  endorse 
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what  the  Apostle  John  said.  There 
is  beautiful  harmony  between  the 
teachings  of  both  parts  of  the  Bible, 
when  correctly  understood.  They 
are  “■Fitly  framed  together.”  In  or- 
der for  a man  to  have  a place  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  his  religious  be- 
lief must  be  “fitly  framed,”  or  he 
cannot  be  placed  in  the  gospel 
structure,  mentioned  by  St.  Paul, 
Eph.  2:20-22. 

To  claim  that  baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  supper  were  taught  in  Old 
Testament  days,  apparently  creates 
a discord  between  it,  and  the  New 
Testament.  Such  a discord  does 
not  exist,  when  correctly  under- 
stood. Some  believe  this  on  ac- 
count of  the  testimony  St.  John 
gives  on  this  point,  already  referred 
to.  This  doctrine  is  contrary  to 
what  is  taught  by  almost  all  Chris- 
tian churches;  for  this  reason  it  will 
require  further  explaination.  Do 
you  know  of  anything  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Bible,  that  says  baptism 
and  the  Lord’s  supper  were  not 
taught  at  that  time?  There  is  no 
such  a thing  mentioned.  Then  it  is 
not  contrary  to  early  scriptures  to 
say  those  doctrines  were  given  long 
before  Apostolic  days.  It  I were  to 
ask  you,  do  you  believe  it  was  pre- 
dicted that  Christ  would  rise  from 
the  dead  the  third  day?  No  doubt 
you  would  answer  “yes.”  Why  do 
you  believe  this?  It  is  not  men- 
tioned m the  Old  Testament.  Yet 
you  believe  one  of  these  things  and 
disbelieve  the  other.  The  only 


reason  you  can  attribute  for  your 
view  on  this  subject  is,  you  have 
been  taught  from  infancy  to  think 
as  you  do.  Very  true,  the  resurrect- 
ed Saviour  said,  “ Thus  it  is  written , 
and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer, 
and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third 
dayf  Luke  24:46.  Now  yow  may 
search  the  Old  Testament  script- 
ures, for  it  was  them  Jesus  referred 
to,  and  you  cannot  find  any  place 
where  “it  is  written,”  that  he  would 
“rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day,” 
or  any  other  day.  The  only  way 
this  can  be  accounted  for  is,  that 
these  words  were  written  in  those 
scriptures,  as  they  existed  at  that 
time,  but  since  then  much  of  them 
have  been  lost.  St. Paul  gives  the 
same  evidence  fro.n  the  scriptures 
as  Lmke  does,  1 Con.  15:34,  This 
makes  two  men  who  testify  that  the 
Old  Testemant  predicted,  “Christ 
would  rise  from  the  dead  the  third 
da),”  This  statement  cannot  be 
found  there  now.  This  is  evidence 
of  lost  scripture. 

Turn  to  1 Chron.  29:29,  2.  Chron. 
9:29,  12:15,  Psalms  40:7-8,  Josh,  10- 
13,  Num.  21:14,  and  you  will  find 
the  names  of  a few  lost  books  of  the 
Bible.  Not  only  are  whole  books 
gone,  but  some  of  those  that  are  ex- 
tant do  not  contain  as  much  scrip- 
ture as  they  used  to.  St.Paul  when 
making  his  defence  before  king 
Agrippa,  tells  us  he  said,  “None 
other  things  than  that  which  the 
prophets  and  Moses  did  say  should 
conie\  that  Christ  should  suffer,  and 
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that  he  should  be  the  first  to  rise  from 
the  deadfi  Acts  26:22-23.  Paul  in- 
forms us  in  this  quotation,  that  “the 
prophets  and  Moses”  predicted  that 
Christ  would  be  “the  first  to  rise 
from  the  dead.”  Neither  the  fiye 
books  of  Moses,  nor  any  prophets 
ot  the  Old  Testament  gives  any 
such  information;  yet  they  must 
have  in  Paul's  day,  or  he  would  not 
have  said  so.  This  shows  plainly 
enough  that  the  writings  of  “Moses 
and  the  prophets  do  not  now  con- 
tain as  much  information  as  they 
used  to.  If  I were  to  give  full  par- 
ticulars concerning  lost  scripture, 
you  would  be  able  to  see  that  the 
whole  Bible  is  a mere  reminent  of 
the  scriptures  that  existed  in  Apos- 
tolic days.  If  the  last  writings  of 
the  prophets  of  old  were  now  ex- 
tant, it  would  be  found  mentioned  in 
some  of  them,  that  “Christ  would 
rise  from  the  dead  on  the  third 
day;”  and  that  baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  supper  were  commanded 
thousands  of  years  before  Jesus 
came  into  the  world. 

A man  might  as  well  say  that 
Samuel  did  not  predict  the  days  of 
Christ,  as  to  say  those  two  doc 
trines  were  not  kept  up  in  the  early 
part  of  the  world’s  history.  ■ Neither 
the  two  books  of  Samuel,  nor  any 
part  of  the  Old  Testament,  tells  us 
that  Samuel  foretold  the  coming  and 
death  of  the  Messiah;  yet  he  wrote 
of  that  great  event.  When  St.Peter 
was  preaching  to  the  people  that 
Jesus  was  the  Christ,  he  made  use  of 


these  words.  “Yea,  and  and  all  the 
prophets  from  Samuel  and  those  that 
follow  alter,  as  many  as  have  spok 
en,  have  likewise  foretold  of  these 
days,”  Acts  3:24.  If  ycu  believe  what 
Peter  said,  then  you  believe  that 
Samuel,  and  “all  the  prophets” 
since  his  time  predicted  the  coming 
of  Christ.  Very  few  of  the  prophets 
who  lived  since  his  time  have  in- 
formed us  of  that  event,  as  their 
writings  are  now  found  in  the  Bible. 
No  doubt  you  believe  what  Peter 
said;  then  why  not  use  John  in  the 
same  manner  when  he  said,  “the 
commandments”  he  gave  were  not 
new , “but  and  old  commandment 
which  they  had  from  the  beginmg. 

Philip  preached  that  Jesus  was  the 
promised  Christ  to  a man  of  Ethio- 
pia who  had  come  to  Jerusalem  to 
worship.  When  he  believed  his  in- 
structor, he  said  to^him,  “See,  here 
is  water,  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptised?”  Acts  8:36.  This  occur- 
red shortly  after  Christ  was  cruci- 
fied. At  this  time  the  gospel  had 
not  been  preached  outside  of  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Philip  didn’t  have 
to  preach  to  this  man  for  an  hour 
to  get  him  to  believe  that  baptism 
was  necessary;  as  is  often  the  case 
now.  Instead  of  this,  he  spoke  of  it 
to  Philip.  He  already  knew,  that  as 
soon  as  he  had  faith,  and  repented 
of  his  sins,  the  ordinance  of  baptism' 
must  be  attended  to.  Where  did'he 
get  this  information?  In  the  old 
Testament  scriptures,  a part  of 
which  he  was  reading,  when  “Philip 
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the  evangelist”  met  him.  The. 
traylitonized  Jews  were  not  a people 
that  would  readily  take  up  with  a 
new  doctrine.  Although:  they  expect- 
ed the  Messia^yet  he  did  not  come 
in  the  manner  they* expected;  for  this 
reason,  they  were  slow  to  acqept  him. 
It  was  not  this  way  when  John  the 
Baptist  cojn menced  to  preach  and 
baptize.  “Then  went  out  to  him  Jer- 
uselem,  and  ajl  Judea,  and  all  the 
region  round  about  Jordan,  and  were 
baptised  of  him.  in  Jordan^  confessing 
their  sins”,  Mat.  3:5-6.  This  shows 
that  baptism  was  nothing, new  tojHth, 
or  they  would  not  come  in  such  mul- 
titudes to  obey  the  ordinance.  When 
Jesus  and  his  Apostles  were  going  to 
keep  up  the  Lord’s  supper,  the  first 
thing  they  did  , was.  to  bring  forth 
bread  and  wine nthen  they  partook  of 
it.  ;This  is  just  what  Melchizedek 
king  of  Salem  did;,  when  he  met 
Abraham.  He  ^Bought  forth,  bread 
and  wine;”  then  th;ey  partook  of.it* 
That  great  man  never  did  this  for 
pastime.  If  he  did,  then  Moses  would 
be  just  as  foolish  as  he,  to  write  an 
account  of  it  in  the  scripture,  so  that 
we  might  know  of  it.  It- was  the  sac- 
rement  that  Melchizedek  and  Abra- 
ham kept  on  that  ocasion.  By  these 
explanations,  it  can  be  seen  that  to 
claim  that  baptism  and  the  Lord’s 
supper  were  observed  long  before 
the  Saviour  came,  is  not  contrary  to 
the  Old  Testament,  but  in  harmony 
with  it.  Not  only  were  these  things 
taught  at  that  ancient  date,  but  all 
the  princple  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
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of  Christ.  The  Saviour  has  said, 
“Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  bv  every  word  that  prp4ceedeth 
from  the  mouth  of  God”.  This  being 
the  case,  the  people  who  lived  before 
he  came  into  the  world  would  have 
as  much  need  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
as  those  who  have  lived  since.  Paul 
said  when  speaking  of  the  people  in 
the  days  of  Moses,  “They  were  all 
baptized  unto  Moses  :n  the  cloud 
and  in  the  sea!  and  did  all  eat  the 
same  spiritual  meat ; .and  did  all  drink 
\the  same  spiritual  drink : for -they, 
drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  fol- 
lowed them  and  that  Rock  was 
Christ' fi Cor- 10 11-4.  These  words  not 
only  indicate  that  they  partook  ,of 
4he  sacrament  at  that  time,  but  that 


the  gospel  was  preached  to  them  also..  .a 4 
Read  the  third  ch.  of  Heb.  and  the 
fare  part  of  the  fourth,  and  you  will 
find  that  St.  Paul  was  telling  how 
rebellious  the  people  were  after 
coming  out  of  Egypt.  While  explain- 
ing this  he  said,  “For  unto  us  was 
the  gospel  preached  ,as  well  as  unto 
fthem;  but  the  word  preached  did  not 
;profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with 
faith  in  them  that  heard  it,”  Heft.  4:2. 
iEvery  one  who  has  read  the  New 
Testament  knows  that  the  gospel 
was  preached  to  the  people  in  the 
days  of  Paul.  But  the  Apostle  makes 
,a  specialty  of  the  fact,  thatsthe  gospel 
was  preached  to  the  Israelites  in 
Mcse’s  time,  but  “unto  us”  also. 

We  find  by  this  that  the  gospel  was 


preached  at  these  two  different 
times  in  the  world’s  history,  Words 


18 


THE  SABBATH  AND  THE  RESTITUTION. 


are  used  to  express  ideas.  The  word 
“gospel”  certainly  means  the  same 
in  one  case  as  it  does  in  the  other. 
If  faith  on  God  and  his  son  Jesus 
Christ,  repentance,  baptism,  and  tne 
laying  on  of  hands,  were  a part  of 
the  gospel  in  Pauls  time,  then  these 
doctrines  were  a part  of  the  gospel  in 
the  time  of  Moses.  By  reading  in  the 
writings  of  Moses,  we  can  find  out  a 
part  of  what  was  preached  at  that 
time.  By  perusing  the  New  Testa- 
ment we  can  learn  a part  of  what  was 
advocated  in  the  days  of  Paul.  Both 
parts  together  embrace  “the  gospel,” 
which  he  informs  us, “was  preached” 
at  these  two  different  times. 

The  Apostle  Paul  was  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  faith  when  writing 
the  11  ch.  of  Heb.  He  tells  us,  “By 
faith  Moses,  when  he  was  come  to 
years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter;  choosing  rath- 
er to  suffer  affliction  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleas- 
ures of  sin  for  a season,”  24  and  25 
ver.  Moses  was  raised  by  Phara- 
oh's daughter  and  “Learned  in  all 
tne  learning  of  the  Egyptians.” 
When  forty  years  old  he  wanted  to 
leave  all  the  splendor  ot  the  king's 
palace,  and  go  and  dwell  with  the 
despised  Hebrews  who  were  then  in 
bondage.  What  induced  him  to  do 
this?  What  caused  him  to  “Choose 
rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  sin  for  a season?”  Re- 
mcmember  Moses  did  not  write  a 
line  of  scripture  that  is  now  found 


in  the  Bible,  until  he  returned  from 
the  land  of  Midian,  forty  years  after 
he  made  this  remark.  The  only 
correct  answer  that  can  be  given  to 
these  questions  is,  that  he  read  in 
scriptures  that  preceeded  his  day, 
about  the  great  blessings  that  the 
Lord  gives  to  all  who  repent  of 
their  sins,  and  obey  his  command- 
ments. Most  likely  those  script- 
ures were  brought  into  Egypt  by 
Jacob  at  the  time  of  the  famine 
and  when  he  and  Joseph  died,  were 
kept  as  a relic  by  the  kings  of 
Egypt.  Some  copies  were  kept  by 
the  Isralites  also.  It  was  by  faith 
in  those  ancient  Holy  Records,  “He 
esteemed  the  reproach  of  Christ 
great  riches  than  all  the  treaures  of 
Egypt,”  26  and  27  ver.  This  quo- 
tation, like  the  former  one,  was 
uttered  forty  years  before  he  was 
sent,  “To  be  a ruler  and  a deliverer 
by  the  hand  of  the  angel  which  ap- 
peared to  him  in  the  bush,”  Acts  7: 
35.  So  Moses  was  “reproached” 
for  believing  in  “Christ.”  This 
name  must  hav;  been  written  in  the 
scriptures  that  preceeded  his  day, 
or  the  Egyptians  would  not  use  it  as 
they  did  when  ridiculing  him;  al- 
though it  is  not  found  in  the  Old 
Testament,  as  it  now  exists.  But 
there  must  have  been  more  than 
the  name  “Christ”  written  in  those 
ancient  scriptures,  some  of  which 
were  handed  down  from  the  days  of 
Adam,  or  Moses  would  not  have 
persued  the  course  he  did.  It  was 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  not  the 
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name  only  that  inspired  him  with 
faith  to  do  as  he  did.  Yes,  Moses 
was  well  informed  in  the  gospel  of 
Christ  before  he  left  Egypt,  and 
when  he  returned  from  the  land  of 
Midian,  he  had  more  knowledge  of 
the  way  of  salvation.  This  is  why 
he  was  so  well  able  to  preach,  and 
ordain  others  to  help  to  preach 
“the  gospel”  unto  the  people  at  that 
time.  Paul  speaks  of  this,  as  has 
already  been  shown. 

These  explanations  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  enable  the  reader  to 
understand  the  words  of  St.John 
already  quoted.  “Brethren  I write 
no  new  commandment  unto,  you  but  an 
old  commandment  which  ye  had  from 
the  beginning or  the  days  of  Adam, 
i John  2:7.  From  these  words  it  is 
evident,  that  the  Apostle  taught 
that  which  was  commanded  “in  the 
beginning,”  and  that  which  was 
God’s  laws  at  that  time,  was  the 
same  as  he  gave  the  people  tor  the 
Apostolic  faith.  Therefore  the  laws 
of  G#od  found  in  the  Old  Testament 
were  taught  in  St.*  Johns’  day,  with 
the  exception  of  what  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  laws  taught  in 
the  New  Testament  were  pro- 
claimed in  the  days  of  Adam.  Turn 
to  2 John  5 and  6 ver.  and  you  will 
find  it  teaches  the  same  thing.  One 
reason  there  is  more  said  in  the  New 
Testament  than  in  the  Old,  about 
the  first  principles  of  the  gospel,  is 
because  the  learned  devines  of  that 
day  had  so  traditionized  the  part  of 
the  Old  Testament  gospel,  that  they 


did  not  teach  these  things  correctly. 
The  reason  that  so  little  is  said  in 
the  New  Testament  about  the  duty 
of  servants  to  their  masters,  the 
feasts  of  the  Lord,  the  marriage  law, 
and  the  Sabbath  day,  is  because  the 
Apostles  let  those  laws  remain  just 
as  they  found  them.  They  preached 
more  to  prove  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ  and  that  he  rose  from  the 
dead,  than  upon  anything  else;  be- 
cause this  is  where  the  most  differ- 
ence of  belief  existed,  between  them 
and  the  unbelieving  Jews. 

For  several  thousand  years  the 
seventh  day  was  kept  for  the  Sadbath , 
and  the  Apostles  made  no  change, 
It  is  well  known  that  ^esus  was 
crucified  on  Friday  evening,  and 
resurrected  on  Sunday  morning,  the 
first  day  of  the  week.  Now  get  the 
“good  book,”  which  I hope  you 
believe  as  well  when  open  as  you  do 
when  shut,  and  turn  to  Mat.  28:1. 
In  this  place  it  says,  “In  the  end  of 
the  Sabbath ” as  it  began  to  dawn 
towards  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the 
other  Mary  to  see  the  sepulcre.” 
Prom  this  verse  we  learn  that  St. 
Mathew  said,  “the  sabbath”  was  at 
an  “end”  before  “the  first  day  of  the 
week;”  therefore  it  was  kept  on  the 
seventh  day. 

St.  Mark  testifies  to  the  same 
thing,  “And  when  the  sabbath  was 
past,*  * * very  early  in  the  morning 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  they  came 
unto  the  selpulcre,”  Mark  15:1-2. 

When  St.  Luke  gave  an  account 
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of  the  resurrection  of  Christ  he  said, 
the  women.  “Rested  the  sabbath  day 
according  to  the  commandment, ” 
Luke  23:56.  The  first  ver.  of  the  suc- 
ceeding chapter  says,  “Now  upon 
the  first  day  of  the. week,  very  early  in 
the  morning,  they  came  to  the  sep- 
ulchre.!-Luke  wrote;,this  gospel  sev- 
eral years  after  the  death  of  Christ. 
When  he  did  this  he  infroms  us  there 
was  a “commandment*’'  to  keep  “the 
Sabbath,”  and  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  the  women  “rested”  on  that 
day.  We  alsolearn  by  this  quotation/ 
that  “the  Sabbath”  was  the  day 
before  “the  first  day  ot  the  week,”  or 
the  seventh  day.  According  to  the 
best  hisory,  the  four  gospels  were 
written  about  twenty  after  the  death 
of  the  Saviour.  If.  the  sabbath  - was 
changed  when  he  was  crucified,  as 
many  claim  it  was,  the  Apostles  had 
time  enough  to  find  it  out.  From  the 
fact  that  three  of.  them  , tell  us  so 
plain,  that  “the  Sabbath  was  past ” 
before  “the  first  day  of  the  week;”  it: 
is  undisputeable  evidence  that  it  was 
not  changed  in  Apostolic  day$;  Paul 
and  Barnabus  went  out  together  to 
preach.  During  their  travels,  “They 
came,  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  and 
went  into  the- synagogue  on  the  Sab-, 
bath  day  and  sat  down.  And  after 
the  reading  of  the  law  and  the 
prophets  the  rules  of. the  synagogue 
sent  unto,  saying,  ye  men  and 
brethern,  if  ye  have  any  word  of 
exortation  for  the  peope,  Say  on,” 
Acts  13:15.  It  was  the  unbelieving 
Jews  that  had  gathered  there  to 


worship.  These  two  ministers  of  the 
Christain  church  went  in.”  What* 
day  was  it  they  did  this?  St.  Luke, 
the  writer  of  “The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,”  says  it  was  “the  Sabbath 
day.”  Paul  got  up  and  preached  to 
the  people  that  Jesus  was  the  Mes- 
siah. While  preaching  he  made  use 
of  these  words,  ^For  they  that  dwell 
at  Jerusalem,  and  their  rulers, 
because  they  knew’ him  not,  nor  yet 
the  voice  of  the  prophets  which- are 
r e ad  every  Sabbath  • :day, H t h ey  have 
fulfilled  them  in  condemning  him,” 
27  ver.  In  these  words  St.  Paul  tells 
us  it  was -the  -Sabbath  day  when 
“they  that 'dwell  at  Jerusalem,”  who 
put  Jesus  to  death,  “read1  the  proph- 
ets.” Frbm  ail  this  we  learn  that 
both  Luke  arid  “Paul  testify  that  the 
day  the  unconverted  Jews  worshiped, 
and  “read-  the* prop h e ts , ’ ’ was  “the 
Sabbath”  of  the  Christian  church. 

'^And® upon  the  first  day  ot  the 
week,  when  The  disciples  came -to- 
gether to  break  bread,  Paul  preached 
unto  them,  ready  to  depart  on#  the 
morrow,”  Acts*  2o!7.  These  words 
are  often  used  as  evidence  that  the 
first  day  of  the  week  was  kept  tor  the 
Sabbath  at  that  time;  but  it  does  not 
say  such  a thing.  It  is  far  more 
likely  that  they  partook  of  the  sac- 
rament at  that  time:  for  they  “came 
together  to  break  bread”.  Some  of 
them  were  going  a long  journey  “on 
the  morrow”,  and  might  not  see  each 
•other  again  for  a long  time. 

Turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  Bible 
until!  you  come  , to  these  words, 
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*‘And  he  (Paul)  reasoned  in  the  syn 
agogue  every  Sabbath,  and  persuad 
ed  the  Tews  and  the  Greeks,”  Acts 
18:4.  St.  Luke,  the  writer  of  this 
book  says,  it  was  the  “Sabbath” 
when  Pani  “reasoned  in  the  syna- 
gogue” with  those  people.  Why 
did  he  always  make  it  a point  to  go 
on  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and“reas 
on”  with  them?  Because  that  was 
the  time  they  assembled  to  worship. 
This  shows  plain  enough,  that  both 
parties  kept  the  Sabbath  on  the  same 
day; the  seventh. 

At  another  time  Paul  and  Silas, 
were  together  preaching  the  gopel  of 
Christ.  They  came  to  where  there 
“Was  a synagogue  of  the  Jews:  and 
Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  went  in 
unto  them,  and  three  Sabbath  days 
reasoned  with  them  out  of  the 
scriptures,”  Acts  17:  t2.  This  is 
another  evidence  that  the  day  the 


unbeliving  house  of  Israel  meant  to 
worship,  was  the  same  day  the 
writers  of  the  New  Testament  kept 
for  the  Sabbath. 

From  this  amount  of  evidence,  if 
a man  wont  believe  the  seventh  day 
was  the  Sabbath  of  the  Apostlic, 
church,  he  might  as  well  sav,  there 
was  no  person  by  the  name  of  Paul, 
Silas,  or  Barnabus,  no  synagogue  or, 
Jews  and  Greeks  to  come  and  wor- 
ship there,  no  Sabbath  day  at  any 
time,  tor  they  are  all  mentioned  in 
close  connection  with  each  other. 
There  are  some  persons  in  these 
davs  who  say,  “well,  how  are  we 
going  to  know  which  is  the  seventh 
day?”  Yet  if  vou  ask  them,  which  is 
the  first  day  of  the  week?  They 
almost  invariably  answer,  “Sunday 
is.”  Well  then,  Saturday  is  the 
seventh. 


THE  RESTITUTION. 


FALL  OF  THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH. 


It  has  now  been  clearly  shown  that 
the  seventh  day  was  the  Sabbath  ot 
the  early  Christian  church.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  a tew  other  doct- 
rines that  were  taught  at  that  time, 
have  in  a limited  manner  been  re- 
ferred to.  All  the  doctrines  that  were 
taught  at  that  time  were  included  in 
what  is  now  called,  “the  Apostolic 
faith.”  It  was  this  faith  that  the 
Apostle  Jude  said,  “Let  us  earnestly 
contend  lor,”  Jude  3 ver.  A part  ot 
the  teachings  of  this  laith  is  this, 
“And  he  (Christ)  gave  some  Apost- 
les; And  some,  prophets;  and  some, 
evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
tor  the  edifying  of  the  body  (or 
church)  of  Christ:  till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  ot  the  faith,”  Eph.4;  n- 
13.  Had  it  not  been  lor  sin  and 
wickedness,  these  inspired  men  would 
have  been  kept  up  from  that  time, 
until  the  coming  of  Christ.  The 
truth  is,  apostacy  set  in  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  the  consequence  was 
the  true  church  ceased  to  exist  on  the 


earth . This  great  apostacy  took 
place  a few  centuries  alter  the  Christ 
ian  era.  There  are  several  prophe- 
cies in  the  Bible,  which  have  had 
their  fulfillment  in  this  event.  But* 
tew  of  these  will  be  quoted  in  this 
work. 

Rev.  12  ch.  tells  of  “A  woman 
clothed  with  the  sun,”  that  “Went  to 
the  wilderness.”  The  “woman”  re- 
presented here  means  the  true 
church.  Her  being  “clothed  with 
the  sun”  means  she  was  guided  by 
light,  or  direct  revelation.  Going 
into  “the  wilderness”  signifies  that 
“the  woman, “ or  true  church,  wan- 
dered away  from  God. 

John  the  Revelator  tells  us  this 
apostate  church  “Made  war  with  the 
saints  and  overcome  them\  and  power 
was  given  him  over  all  kindreds,  and 
tongues,  and  kings,  Rev.  13:7.  Read 
Rev.  17:  1-6,  and  you  will  find  that 
this  apostate  power  is  represented  to 
be  a mother  church,  with  whom  “The 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  have  been 
| made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her 
| fornication.”  This  fallen  woman 
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that  “Wore  out  the  saints  of  the  Most 
High/*  was  predicted  of  by  Daniel 
7:  19-25.  tor  further  particulars 
of  the  fall  of  the  Apostolic  church, 
see  “Presidency  and  Priesthood/* 
and  other  works  written  by  Latter 
Day  Saints. 

It  was  this  apostate  church,  pre- 
dicted of  :n  these  places,  that  in  the 
early  centuries  changed  the  Sabbath 
day  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day 
of  the  week.  But  this  was  not  all; 
she  changed  the  laws  of  God  on 
marriage,  invented  sprinkling  and 
called  it  baptism,  introduced  infant 
baptism,  taught  there  was  no  more 
need  oi  inspired  men  to  give  revelat- 
ion, and  several  other  false  doctrines 
too  numerous  to  mention.  She  de- 
parted from  the  true  faith,  until 
there  was  scarcely  a shadow  left  of 
the  original  gospel.  Sectarian 
churches  yet  retain  more  of  these 
corrupt  doctrines  than  they  are  gen- 
erall)  aware  of;  handed  down  to 
them  by  the  church  that  “went  to 
the  wilderness.**  The  Roman  Cath- 
olic and  Sectarian  churches  seem  to 
be  united  in  believing  that  there  is 
no  need  for  them  to  return  to  the 
place  from  which  the  true  church  fell. 

The  Lord  knew  that  these  churches 
would  act  as  they  do,  and  by  his 
wisdom  and  fore  knowledge,  made  it 
known  to  his  prophets  long  ago.  It 
is  no  wonder  then  that  the  prophet 
Isaiah  said,  “The  earth  also  is  defied 
under  the  inhabitants  thereof  be- 
cause they  have  transgressed  the  laws 
CHANGED  THE  ORDINANCE,  BROKEN 


the  EVERLASTiNG  covenant.  There- 
fore hath  the  curse  devoured  the 
earth,  and  they  that  dwell  therein 
are  desolate;  therefore  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth  are  burned , and  few 
men  left ,**  Isa.  24:  5.5.  What 
“laws'*  have  they  transgressed,  and 
what  “ordinance**  have  they  changed? 
The  very  ones  that  were  given  by  our 
Saviour  and  his  Apostles.  It  will  be 
about  the  end  of  the  world  when  the 
desolation  mentioned  in  this  quotat- 
ion will  have  its  fulfilment.  At  that 
time  “the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are 
burned,  and  few  men  left.**  The 
Scriptures  tell  us,  God  is  no  respect- 
er of  persons/*  this  being  the  case, 
how  is  it  there  are  a “tew  men  left/* 
who  will  not  meet  with  the  fate  of 
their  fellowmen?  It  must  of  neces- 
sity be,  that  they  are  believing  in, 
and  obeying,  a gospel  that  is  exactly 
the  same  as  that  which  was  taught  in 
Apostolic  days.  Then  the  true  gos- 
pel must  be  restored  to  che  earth  be- 
fore the  end. 

RESTORATION  OF  THE  TRUE  CHURCH 
AND  PRIESTHOOD. 

Many  of  the  Bible  writers  were 
aware  that  the  Apostolic  church 
would  apostatize;  and  that  it  would 
be  restored  again  in  the  latter  days, 
to  prepare  a people  for  Chr;st*s  sec- 
ond coming.  It  was  this  that  St. 
Peter  had  in  view  when  he  said, 
“And  he  (the  Lord)  shall  send  Jesus 
Christ,  which  before  was  preached 
unto  you;  whom  the  heavens  must 
receive  until  the  times  ^/the  resti- 
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tution  of  all  things , which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his 
holy  prophets  since  the  world  began . 
Acts,  3:  20-21.  From  this  we  learn 
that  Jesus  will  remain  in  heaven 
“until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  spoken  of  by  all  the  holy 
praphets  since  the  world  began.” 
“The  restitution  of  all  things,”  means 
a restoring  of  “all  things  spoken  of 
by  all  the  prophets  since  the  world 
began,”  or  since  the  days  of  Adam; 
which  have,  on  account  of  apostacy,, 
been  lost,  scattered , or  absent . This 
includes  the  restoration  of  the  lost 
priesthood  and  Apostolic  faith  in  all 
its  parts;  the  restoration  of  the  scat- 
tered house  ot  Israel,  and  the  coming 
of  the  absent  Saviour.  When  this 
great  “restitution”  is  about  complete 
the  long  absent  Saviour  will  come, 
and  be  “King  over  all  the  earth.” 
One  of  the  most  important  things 
“spoken  os  by  the  prophets,”  to  be 
restored  in  the  latter  days  is  the 
gospel . Of  necessity  the  priesthood 
has  to  be  restored  to  preach  the 
gospel . 

All  bible  readers  are  aware  that 
there  was  a dispensation  of  the  Gos- 
pel given  in  the  days  of  Moses,  and 
another  introduced  by  the  Saviour. 
The  Roman  Catholic  and  Sectarian 
churches  were  united  in  believing 
they  were  preaching  the  true  faith, 
and  that  the  gospel  preached  eigh- 
teen hundred  years  ago,  was  still 
being  preached  by  them;  when  the 
great  prophet  Joseph  Smith  announc- 
ed to  the  world  that  none  of  them 


were  teaching  that  gospel,  and  that 
he  was  commissioned  by  authority 
from  heaven  to  introduce  a new  dis- 
pensation of  the  gospel.  The  prophet 
called  the  gospel  he  proclaimed, 
“ The  dispensation  op  the  fulness  of 
times at  which  time  “God  will 
gather  together  in  one  all  things  in 
Christ,  both  which  are  m heaven, 
and  which  are  on  earth.”  The  min- 
isters of  the  various  churches  said, 
“Joseph  must  be  mistaken  in  this,” 

, because  they  claimed  to  be  already 
preaching  the  true  faith.  Turn  to 
Eph.,  1:  9,  10,  and  you  will  find  that 
this  same  thing  was  made  known  to 
St.  Paul,  for  there  these  words  are 
written.  How  is  it  the  prophet  Jos- 
eph was  the  first  to  find  out,  that 
God  intended  to  give  “a  dispensat- 
ion” in  the  future  from  the  days  of 
Paul,  or  “the  fulness  of  times”?  Jos- 
eph introduced  the  gospel  at  “the 
fulness  of  times,”  or  latter  days,  and 
it  is  the  same  time  in  the  world’s 
history  that  Peter  referred  to,  when 
he  spoke  of  “the  times  of  the  resti 
tution  of  all  things.” 

Jesus  knew  the  church  he  set  up 
would,  in  a few  centuries  apostatize; 
and  that  in  the  latter  days  a new 
dispensation  of  the  gospel  would  be 
given.  This  is  what  he  said  when 
speaking  of  the  signs  of  his  second 
coming.  “And  this  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a witness  unto  all  nations; 
and  then  shall  the  end  come.” 
Mat.  24:14.  The  gospel  of  the 
Christian  era  was  preached 
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by  Apostles  and  prophets,  and 
accompanied  by  revelation  also. 
Now  Jesus  tells  us  the  same  kind  of 
a gospel,  or  “this  gospel,”  is  to  be 
preached  before  the  end.  Is  it  any 
wonder  then,  that  the  prophet  Jo- 
seph gave  revelations,  and  ordained 
men  to  the  office  of  Apostle,  and 
lower  offices  also?  Had  he  not  done 
this  we  might  know  he  was  a decei- 
ver. From  the  fact  that  he  did  this, 
and  taught  faith,  repentance,  bapt- 
ism, and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  ac- 
cording to  the  New  Testament  pat- 
tern, it  shows  he  was  preaching, 
“this  gospel  of  the  kingdom.” 

The  prophet  Daniel  had  a great 
vision  as  recorded  in  his  second  ch. 
He  was  shown  four  beasts,  which 
represented  the  four  great  empires 
of  antiquity.  The  last  of  these,  the 
Roman  Empire,  was  in  the  height  of 
its  power  when  Jesus  lived  on  the 
earth,  and  established  his  church. 
After  this,  that  great  nation  was  di- 
vided into  the  Eastern,  and  Western 
Empires  A.  D.  364.  Afterwards  they 
were  broken  up,  and  divided  into 
several  kingdoms;  very  much  after 
the  pattern  of  modern  Europe.  “In 
the  days  of  thefkings,”  that  is,  the 
kingdoms  that  arose  out  of  the  rums 
of  the  RomanEmpire,  or  in  the  latter 
days,  “Shall  the  God  of  heaven  set 
up  a kingdom , which  shall  never  be 
destroyed,”  Dan.  2:44.  You  will 
observe,  that  the  church  built  by  the 
Saviour  came  in  the  wrong  time  of 
the  world’s  history,  to  be  the  fulfill- 
ment of  Daniel’s  prophecy.  Notice 


also,  it  is  “in  the  days  of  these  kings,” 
and  not  at  the  end  of,  “the  days  of 
these  kings,”  the  prophet  informs  us, 
“the  God  of  heaven  will  set  up  a 
kingdom.”  If  the  Apostolic  church 
continued  unto  the  present  time, 
what  need  of  Daniel  prophesying 
that  God  would  “set  up  a kingdom,” 
or  the  church  of  Christ,  in  the  latter 
days?  How  nicel)  the  words  of  this 
prophet,  agree  with  what  has  already 
been  said,  in  regard  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  church  in  the  latter  days? 

In  Apostolic  days,  “The  keys  of 
the  kingdom,”  Mat.  16:19,  were 
given  to  St.  Peter:  after  Christ  left 
the  earth.  This  placed  him1  at  the 
head  of  the  officers  of  the  church, 
or  priesthood.  None  but  the  priest- 
hood of  the  church  held  authority 
to  administer  in  the  ordinances  of 
the  gospel.  When  the  church  apos- 
tatized, no  church  held  this  right, 
until  it  was  restored.  This  was 
done  when  the  prophet  Joseph  was 
ordained  by  angels  from  heaven. 
He  then  held  “the  keys  of  the  king- 
dom:” therefore  he  had  the  right  to 
ordain,  and  administer  in  the  gospel. 
None  but  the  priesthood  of  this 
church  holds  this  authority  in  latter 
days.  Why  was  it  necessary  for  the 
prophet  to  be  ordained  in  this  man- 
ner? Because  the  true  priesthood 
ceased  to  exist  on  the  earth  when 
the  church  did,  and  therefore  it  had 
to  be  restored  by  authority  from 
heaven. 

THE  SEALED  BOOK, 

The  land  of  Canaan  has  been  a 
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barren  waste  for  many  centuries, 
but  has  lately  become  fertile.  All 
this  has  been  in  fulfillment  of 
prophecy.  It  is  now  getting  to  be 
so  well  known  that  Lebanon,  or  the 
land  of  Canaan  has  became  fertile, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  any 
proof.  Ye  ministers  of  Sectarian 
churches,  tell  me  where  is  “ The 
book  that  was  sealed/’  which  the 
prophet  Isaiah  tells  us  in  the  2gch  , 
would  come  forth  just  before,  “Leb- 
anon shall  be  turned  into  a fruitful 
field?  It  is  one  of  “the  things  spok- 
en of  by  the  prophets,”  and  there- 
fore it  is  included  in  “the  restitu- 
tion.” That  land  is  now  fertile, 
where  is  “the  book?”  Alas!  ye 
know  nothing  about  it.  If  ye  were 
God’s  true  ministers,  ye  would  have 
attended  to  this,  as  Isaiah  predicted. 
Jesus  said,  “My  sheep  know  my 
voice  and  follow  me.” 

foseph  the  prophet,  where  is 
“The  book  that  was  sealed,”  that 
Isaiah  said,  would  come  forth  just 
before  the  land  of  Canaan  would 
be  fruitful  in  the  latter  days? 
If  that  great  man  was  alive  now  he 
would  answer,  “that  was  the  first 
thing  the  Lord  told  me  to  do,  to 
translate  that  Took,’  besides  to 
preach  the  gospel.”  The  prophet 
was  given  possession  of  the  plates 
which  comprised  “the  sealed  book” 
by  an  angel,  and  he  translated  them 
by  the  power  of  God. 

Joseph  was  ordained  by  an  angel, 
to  the  Aaronotic  preisthood,  and 
afterward  by  another  to  the  Mel- 


chizedek.  Well,  how  are  we  going 
to  know  that  there  were  so  many 
angels  came,  when  this  “dispensa- 
tion” was  ushered  in?  There  is  just 
as  much  reason  to  believe  this,  as 
would  be  given  you  if  you  lived  in 
Apostolic  days.  How  do  you  know 
there  were  angels  came  then?  Jes- 
us was  very  unpopular  in  his  day. 
He  claimed  to  have  “Fasted  forty 
davs  and  forty  nights,”  then,  “Was 
tempted  of  the  Devil,”  after  this, 
“Angels  came  and  ministered  unto 
him,”  Mat.  4:1-11.  If  you  lived  at 
that  time,  would  you  believe  the 
testimony  of  that  unpopular  man? 
There  was  no  witness  to  prove  this 
statement,  but  himself.  Oliver 
Cowdery  was  witness  to  the  first  or- 
dination Joseph  received.  At  anoth- 
er time,  the  angels  “Moses  and 
Elias,”  or  Elijah,  came  and  talked 
with  Jesus,  Mat.  17*1-5.  To  this 
there  were  three  witnesses,  Peter, 
James  and  John. 

The  book  of  Mormon  is  the  result 
of  Joseph’s  work  on  translating  the 
plates  of  “the  sealed  book,”  into  the 
English  language.  The  following  is 
the  testimony  of  three  men  who 
were  shown  these  plates  by  an  angel 
from  heayen. 

“Be  it  known  unto  all  nations,  kindreds, 
tongues,  and  people,  unto  whom  this  work  shall 
come,  that  we,  through  the  grace  of  God  the  Fath- 
er and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have  seen  the 
plates  which  contain  this  record,  which  is  a rec- 
ord of  the  people  of  Nephi,  and  also 
6f  the  Lamanites,  their  brethren,  and  also  the 
people  of  Jared,  who  came  from  the  tower  of 
which  hath  been  spoken;  and  we  also  know  that 
they  have  been  translated  by  the  gift  and  power 
of  God,  for  his  voice  hath  declared  it  unto  us; 
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wherefore  we  know  of  a surety,  that  the  work  is 
true.  And  we  also  testify  that  we  have  seen  the 
engravings  which  are  upon  the  plates ; and  they 
have  been  shown  unto  us  by  the  power  of  God  and 
not  of  man.  And  we  declare  with  words  of  sob- 
erness that  an  angel  oe  God  came  down  from 
heaven  and  he  brought  and  laid  before  our  eyes, 
that  we  beheld  and  saw  the  plates,  and  the  en- 
gravings thereon;  and  we  know  that  it  is  by 
the  grace  of  God  the  Father,  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  we  beheld  and  bear  record  that  these 
things  are  true;  and  it  is  mavelous  in  our  eyes, 
nevertheless,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  commanded 
us  that  we  should  bear  record  of  it;  wherefore,  to 
be  obedient  unto  the  commandments  of  God,  we 
bear  testimony  of  these  things.  And  we  know 
that  if  we  are  faithful  in  Christ  we  shall  rid  our 
garments  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  and  be  found 
spotless  before  the  judgement  seat  of  Christ,  and 
shall  dwell  with  him  eternally  in  the  heavens. 
And  the  honor  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son, 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  one  God. 
Amen.” 

Oliver  Cowdery, 

David  Whitmer, 

Martin  Harris. 

From  this  we  find,  that  others  be- 
sides the  prophet  Joseph,  testified  to 
having  seen  angels  in  this  genera- 
tion. The  following  eight  men  bore 
record  in  a similar  manner  to  this; 
that  they  were  shown  the  plates  by 
the  prophet,  but  the  lack  of  space 
prevents  me  from  giving  the  words 
in  full: 

Christian  Whitmer, 

Jacob  Whitmer, 

Joseph  Smith,  Sen,, 

John  Whitmer, 

Peter  Whitmer,  Jun., 

Hiram  Page, 

Hiram  Smith, 

Samuel  Smith. 

This  makes  eight  men  who  testified 
to  having  seen  the  plates,  and  three, 
besides  the  prophet,  who  bore  re- 
cord to  having  been  shown  them  by 
an  angel.  Altogether,  this  makes 


twelve  men  who  seen  the  plates  from 
which  the  book  of  Mormon  was 
translated. 

This  book  gives  a condensed  ac- 
count of  a portion  of  the  house  of 
Israel  that  inhabited  this  land,  much 
the  same  as  the  Bible  gives  a similar 
account  of  the  people  who  lived  in 
the  land  of  Canaan.  This  book 
was  first  printed  in  1830.  At  that 
time  there  was  almost  nothing  known 
of  there  being  any  ancient  civiliza- 
tion on  this  American  continent; 
now  this  is  well  known. 

A few  of  the  characters  were 
transcribed,  and  together  with 
a part  of  these  which  were 
translated  by  Mr.  Smith,  were 
brought  by  Martin  Harris,  to  Pro- 
fessor Anthon  a learned  man  of  New 
York  city.  This  celebrated  linguist 
said  the  translation  was  correct,  and 
wanted  him  to  bring  the  plates.  Mr 
Harris  replied,  “a  part  of  them  were 
sealed.”  The  Professor  then  said,  “I 
cannot  read  a sealed  book” 
On  one  occasion  when 
“the  sealed  book”  was 
delivered  to  the  prophet  Joseph, 
who  was  a man  of  limited  education, 
alter  being  asked  to  read  it,  he 
replied,  “I  am  not  learned.”  Is  it  not 
remarkable,  that  this  conversation, 
which  occured  in  connection  with 
the  coming  forth  of  this  much 
misrepresented  book,  was  actually 
predicted,  almost  word  for  word,  by 
the  prophet  Isaiah  who  lived  about 
2500  years  ago?  Isa.  29:11.12.  You 
believe  Isaiah  wheh  he  predicted 
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an  event  which,  had  a fulfillment 
nearly  2000  years  ago;  now  believe 
him  when  he  foretold  of  an  event 
that  was  fulfilled  in  this  generation. 

Prof.  Anthon  said,  the  characters 
shown  him  by  Mr  Harris  were 
Egyptian,  Hebrew,  Chaldaic,  Assyric 
and  Arabic.  We  would  naturally 
expect  that  the  Israelites  who  lived 
on  the  Americas,  would  have  written 
this  history  in  the  Hebrew  language. 
But  their  record,  “The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon/’ tells  us  that  those  Israelites, 
“Had  a knowledge  of  the  Jews,  and 
were  acquainted  with  the  language 
of  the  Egyptians.”  Besides  this  it 
says,  “They  changed  the  Hebrew 
language,  and  wrote  their  sacred 
records  in  Reformed  Egyptian  char- 
acters.”  Had  those  Hebrews  wrote 
their  history  in  Hebrew,  and  Mr. 
Anthon  said  the  characters  shown 
him  were  Hebrew;  the  agreement 
would  not  be  half  so  remarkable,  as 
it  is  in  this  case. 

The  only  pay  these  witnesses  got 
from  this  world,  was  to  be  mocked 
and  laughed  at.  Although  several 
of  these  men  departed  from  the 
church  in  a few  years,  yet  to  the  day 
they  died,  not  one  of  them  ever  de- 
nied the  testimony  they  gaye  con- 
cerning the  coming  forth  of  that 
book.  Less  than  half  the  evidence 
that  can  be  produced  to  prove  the 
book  of  Mormon  true,  and  further 
revelation  from  God,  would  convict 
a man  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  crime  with  which  he 
was  charged.  In  the  face  of  all  this 


testimony,  if  you  will  not  accept 
that  book  for  what  it  is  represented 
to  be,  you  will  have  that  sin  to  ans- 
wer for,  in  the  judgement  day. 
There  is  a good  deal  more  scriptur- 
al evidence  on  this  subject  not  quo- 
ted here;  for  further  information,  see 
“Voice  of  Warning,”  and  other 
works. 

Baptism  for  the  dead. 

This  important,  and  long  lost’ or- 
dinance was  a part  of  the  Apostolic 
faith,  and  has  been  restored  to  the 
Christian  church  by  the  great  mod- 
ern prophet.  There  has  been  many 
young  men  and  women,'  who  died 
from  accident  and  other  causes, 
that  had  no  chance  to  hear  the  gos- 
pel in  this  life.  Then  think  of  the 
millions  who  have  lived  and  died  in 
heathen  lands,  who  have  heard  no 
gospel  of  any  kind.  Many  a young 
man  has  went  to  fight  in  defence  of 
his  country;  while  doing  this  noble 
work,  is  killed.  What  will  become 
of  these?  Some  believe  the  heath- 
en will  go  tp  heaven  just  as  they 
died.  If  this  is  true,  why  do  men 
go  to  preach  to  them?  It  they  are 
on  the  road  to  heaven,  what  need  ol 
the  Saviour  telling  his  servants,  “To 
go  and  preach  to  all  nations?”  Be- 
sides this  he  has  said,  “Verily, 
Verily,  I say  unto  thee,  except  a 
man  be  born  of  the  water , and  of  the 
spirit , he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom 
of  God,”  John  3-5.  'io  be  “born  of 
the  water,”  certainly  means  bap- 
tism. To  be  “born  of  the  spirit,” 
means  receiving  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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Now  the  heathen  nations  have  not 
been  baptised.  On  this  account, 
they  cannot,  as  they  died,  be  resur- 
rected and  brought  “into  the  king- 
dom of  God.”  What  will  become 
of  them?  What  become  ot  the 
young  men  spoken  of,  who  had  no 
chance  to  learn  the  gospel  here? 
Must  they  go  to  a never  ending  hell, 
because  they  did  not  repent  in  this 
life?  Jesus  has  said,  “they  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,” 
without  repentance  and  baptism;  lo 
leave  them  in  a never  ending  hell,  is 
inhuman  and  unmerciful.  What 
does  Paul  mean  by  “Baptism  lor  the 
dead?”  i Cor.  15 : 2 9 . Ye  members  of 
Sectarian  churches,  bring  forth 
your  ablest  minis  fers  your  college 
learned  devines  and  expound  these 
things  unto  the  people.  Men  of 
great  thought  have  asked  you  these 
questions  for  the  past  two  or  three 
centuries,  and  to  the  present  day, 
you  and  your  ministers  have  not 
been  able  to  answer  them,  in  a sat- 
isfactory manner. 

Some  belieye  that  the  millions 
who  haye  lived  and  died  in  heathen 
lands  shall  always  remain  in  hell. 
If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  charg- 
ingthe  Lord  with  foolishness.  Why? 
because  he  made  a race  of  men,  then 
permitted  the  Devil  to  come  along 
and  cheat  him  out  of  nearly  all 
of  them.  Others  believe  all  men 
will  be  saved  just  as  they  have  died. 
This  is  not  true,  for  it  contradicts  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  he  said 
“ Straight  is  the  gate , and  narrow  is 


! the  way , which  leadeth  unto  life, 
| and  few  there  be  that  find  it,”  Mat. 7: 
14.  This  shows  that  “few”  are 
saved,  as  they  leave  this  world.  At 
another  time  Jesus  said  “Our  Heav- 
enly Father  is  more  willing  to  give 
good  things  to  them  that  ask  him,” 
than  we  are  to  our  own  children. 
Mat.  7:9-11.  All  the  wisdom  of  the 
Sectarian  world,  in  this  so  called, 
“enlightened  age,”  cannot  get  the 
Bible  to  harmonize  on  these  points: 
yet  that  book  harmonizes  on  this, 
and  all  other  subjects,  when  correct - 
ly  understood . 

This  shows  that  without  further  rev 
elation  from  God,  the  Bible  cannot 
be  correctly  understood.  While  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Sectarian  chur- 
ches were  united  in  believing  the 
days  of  revelation  had  ceased  the 
great  modern  prophet  announced 
that  the  Lord  had  revealed  to  him 
this  mystery.  It  is  this,  that  “The 
pit,”  “Prison,”  “Lower  parts  of  the 
earth,”  “Nether  part  of  the  earth,” 
and  “Hell,”  or  hades,  all  refer  to 
the  same  place,  and  that  the  gospel 
of  Chiist  is  preached  there  to  those 
who  did  not  have  a chance  to  hear 
it  here  in  this  life;  then  living  per- 
sons have  to  be  baptized  for  them. 
That  is,  the  gospel  is  preached  to 
the  spirits  ot  the  dead  who  did  not 
hear  it  here,  and  their  living  relati- 
ves, who  are  worthy,  have  to  be 
baptized  for  them,  or  in  their  stead, 
and  receive  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  spirits  of  men  are  just  as  intell- 
igent, if  not  more  so,  while  out  of 
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the  body,  as  while  in  it.  The  class  of 
spirits  spoken  of  have,  a chance  to 
repent  of  their  sins  while  hearing  the 
gospel.  So  the  first  principles  of 
the  gospel  for  them,  isjust  the  same 
as  for  the  living;  faith  in  God  and 
Jesus  Christ,  repentance,  baptism, 
and  the  laying  on  of  hands.  Is  it 
possible  that  this  doctrine  is  true! 
Is  there  any  evidence  of  it  in  the 
Bible?  Yes,  there  is  plenty  of  ev- 
idence of  this  in  that  good  book- 
Then  why  is  it  that  the  divines  do 
not  point  it  out?  The  only  reason 
that  can  be  given  is  because  they 
are  too  blind. 

There  are  different  grades,  or 
degrees  of  happiness  and  misery,  in 
the  world  of  departed  spirits.  Just 
where  the  [jspirits  of  the  highest 
grades  are  located,  is  not  definitely 
revealed  in  the  Bible.  What  little 
evidence  there  is,  places  them  not 
far  from  where  the  lowest  grades  are. 
There  is  nothing  written  unto  the 
present  day,  that  tells  where  the 
translated  prophets  and  resurected 
saints,  are  that  belong  to  this  earth, 
but  they  are  somewhere  away  from 
the  earth.  Before  explaining  the 
doctrine  of  “baptism  tor  the  dead,” 
it  will  be  necessary  to  tell  where  the 
spirits  in  hades,  or  the  prison,  are 
located.  Read  Ezek.  31  :i5*i8,  and 
the  following  chapter,  and  you  will 
find  the  prophet  says,  the  wicked  na- 
tions go  down  “Into  the  pit,  or 
Nether  parts  of  the  earth.”  David 
said,  “Those  that  seek  my  soul,  to 
destroy  it,  shall  go  into  the  lower 


parts  of  the  earth  f Ps.  63:9. 

St.  Paul  tells  us  that  Christ  asended 
into  heaven;  but  before  he  did  this, 
“He  decended  first  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  earth  f Eph.  4:9. 

Jesus  said,  “For  as  Jonas  was  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  the  whale’s 
belly,  so  shall  the  sen  ot  man  be 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
heart  of  the  earth ,”  Mat.  12:40.  When 
Jesus  was  crucified,  his  body  was 
buried  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
From  this  quotation  we  learn  that 
he  himself,  that  is,  his  spirit  while 
absent  from  the  body,  would  go  and 
stay,  “in  the  heart  ot  the  earth.” 
Just  as  Jonah  was  in  the  interior  of 
“the  whale’s  belly,”  so  was  Jesus  in 
the  interior,  or  “ heart  of  the*  earth.” 
From  all  this  we  learn  that  “the 
pit,”  “lower  parts  of  the  earth,”  and 
“prison,”  where  unredeemed  spirits 
are,  is  in  the  interior  of  this  earth. 
No  doubt  this  will  be  surprising  to 
many,  to  claim  that  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  was  in  “the  lower  part  of  the 
earth.”  Yet  he  must  of  been  their  to 
fulfill  his  own  words,  “Verily,  verily,. 
I say  unto  you,  the  hour  is  comeing, 
and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God\  and 
they  that  hear  shall  livef  Joho  5:25. 
This  helps  us  to  understand  what  he 
went  into  “the  heart  of  the  earth” 
for,  because  “the  hour  was  coming 
wher  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God.”  his  own  voice. 
How  could  these  spirits,  “hear  the 
voice,  of  Jesus,  it  he  did’nt  go  where 
they  were  and  speak  to 
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them? 

David  prophesied  concerning 
Christ,  ‘dor  thou  wilt  not  leave  my 
soul  in- hell;  neither  wilt  thou  suffer 
thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruption,” 
Ps.i6:io.  When  the  Apostle  Peter 
was  preaching  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, he  quoted  these  words,  and 
applied  the  m to  Christ.  “His  soul 
was  not  left  in  hell , neither  his  flesh 
did  see  corruption,”  Acts.  2:31.  The 
body  of  Jesus  did  not  “see  corrup- 
tion,” because  “his  soul  returned 
from  “hell,”  joined  the  body,  and 
he  was  “The  first  to  rise  from  the 
dead,”  to  immortality . It  is  common- 
ly believed  that  the  spirit  of  Christ 
went  to  where  God  dwells;  but  these 
scriptures  inform  us  that  such  was 
not  the  case.  After  Jesus  was  res- 
urrected he  said  to  Mary,  “Touch 
me  not;  for  I am  not  yet  ascended  to 
my  Father,”  John  20:17. 

It  has  now  been  shown  that  the 
Saviour  while  dead,  went  to  “the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth,”  or  the 
prison;  and  that  the  spirits  of  the 
dead  are  there,  and  would  “hear  his 
voice.”  Although  Jesus  was  in  hell 
or  the  prison,  he  was  not  subject  to 
the  rulers  of  that  place.  Now  the 
question  arises,  what  was  he  there 
for?  Peter  informs  us  on  this  sub- 
ject, when  in  speaking  of  Christ,  that 
he  was  “Put  to  death  in  the  flesh, 
but  quickened  bv  the  spirit ; by 
which  also  he  went  and  preached  un- 
to the  spirits  in  prisonf  1 Peter 
3:18.19.  B)  this  we  learn  that 
Jesus,  while  absent  from  his  body, 


“went  and  preached  to  the  spirits  in 
prison.”  This  explains  what  he 
meant  by  saying,  the  dead  shall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
they  that  hear  (and  pay  heed)  shall 
live.”  This  is  conclusiye  proof 
that  tne  gospel  of  Christ  is  preached 
to  men  in  the  spirit  world,  that  had 
no  chance  to  hear  it  here. 

For  further  proof,  read  1 Peter 
4;6  where  the  Apostle  informs  us, 
“ The  gospel  was  preached  also  to  them 
that  are  dead , that  they  might  be 
judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh, 
hut  live  according  to  God  in  the 
spirit.”  From  this  it  is  evident? 
that  those  men  “that  are  dead,”  who 
had  “the  gospel  preached  unto  them,” 
were  required  “to  live  according  to 
God  (his  commandments)  in  the 
spirit,”  and  they  would  “be 
judged  according  to  men  in  the 
flesh,”  or  living  men. 

It  has  already  been  obseryed  that 
men  cannot  be  resurrected,  and 
brought  into  the  kingdom  of  God 
without  baptism.  What  would  these 
men  do  who  accepted  the  gospel  in 
the  prison,  or  the  pit?  They  could 
not  be  baptized  there!  “ For  in  the 
pit  there  is  no  w at  erf  Zach.  9:11. 
In  this  case,  the  only  alteration  was 
to  have  some  of  their  worthy  rela- 
tives baptized  for  them,  this  is  called, 
“Baptism  for  the  dead. 

When  St.  Paul  was  speaking  of  the 
first  principles  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  he  spoke  “Of  the  doctrine  of 
baptisms,”  Heb.6:  1.2.  You  will  no- 
tice this  doctrine  is  in  the  plural  num 
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ber.  Paul  was  not  the  man  to  teach 
two  kinds  of  baptisms,”  lor  the  liv- 
ing. He  always  condemned  such 
divisions  as  this  in  the  church.  One 
of  these  “baptisms”  was  for  the  dead , 
the  other  for  the  living. 

Paul  wrote  an  epistle  unto  the 
followers  of  Christ  who  lived  at 
Corinth.  In  the  15CI1.  of  his  first 
letter  he  has  taken  some  pains  to 
prove  that  Jesus  was  resurected  from 
the  dead.  One  argument  he  used  to 
convince  them  of  this  was  “Else 
what  shall  they  do  which  are  bapti- 
zed for  the  dead,  if  the  dead  rise  not 
at  all,  why  are  they  then  baptized 
for  the  dead?”  iCor.i5:29.  These 
Corinthians  well  knew  that  baptism 
for  the  dead  was  practiced  then,  or 
Paul  would  not  make  use  of  these 
as  he  did.  When  he  spoke  of  those 
that  uare  baptized  for  the  dead,”  he 
gives  us  to  understand  it  would  be 
useless,  “if  the  dead  rise  not  at  all.” 

There  is  a good  deal  more  evidence 
in  the  Bible  that  shows  Christ  in- 
troduced the  gospel  to  the  spirit 
sisi/mxA  rd,  but  what  has  been  explained 
ought  to  be  sufficent.  On  account 
of  Joseph  Smith  having  restored 
this  ordinance,  it  is  one  of  the  many 
reasons  we  have  for  believing  him 
to  have  been  a true  prophet.  He  was 
a young  man  of  but  little  education, 
when  he  did  this.  He  explained 
what  all  the  learned  divines  of  this 

a 

world  know  nothing  about. 

Jesus  quoted  from  Ex. 3:6,  where  it 
is  written,  I am  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, and  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the 


God  of  Jacob,”  Then  he  added,  “God 
is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,,  but  of 
the  living ,”  Mat.  22:  32.  When  Jesus 
spoke  these  words,  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  were  dead  for  manny  hun- 
dred years.  Now  the  question  ar- 
rises, why  is  it  the  spirits  ot  nearly 
all  the  dead  are  represented  in  the 
scriptures  to  be  dead,  and  these 
three  men  although  dead,  theiiy  spir- 
its are  ^represented  to  be  “living?” 
It  is  because  they  knew  the  true 
gospel.  The  greater  part  ot  the 
human  race  have  died  without  a 
chance  to  learn  the  true  gospel  in 
this  life.  It  is  this  class  ot  spirits 
that  are  said  to  be  “dead.”  They 
certainly  retain  in  the  spirit  world 
the  knoledge  they  had  here;  but  that 
is  very  little,  because  “The  wisdom 
of  the  world  is  foolishness  with  God,” 
1 Cor.  3:19.  These  spirits  know  but 
very  little;  it  might  be  said  nothing , 
compared  with  what  they  would 
know,  if  they  understood  the  true 
faith.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  it 
is  mentioned  in  Ec.  9:5,  The  dead 
know  not  any  thing?”  It  was  these 
“dead”  that  “know  not  anything,” 
that  Je^ST'said;  “Shall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God.”  What  was  to  be 
the  result?  “They  that  hear  shall  live, 
John  5:25.  By  this  we  learn  that  *'  the 
dead’,  spirits  of  the  dead,  who  “bear” 
and  pay  heed,  “shall  liye.”  That  is? 
they  then  are  reckoned  among  “the 
living”  spirits,  and  when  the  time 
comes  for  the  resurection,  they  will 
be  raised  up. 

If  it  were  not'  the  gospel  being 
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preached  to  the  spirits  who  did  not 
have  a chance  here,  heaven  would 
be  very  thinly  inhabited  in  the  res- 
urrection, according  to  the  words  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  he  ough  to  know. 
He  said  “Few  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate,”  as  they  Leave  this  world. 
Men  must  repent,  and  be  baptized 
by  the  true  ministers  of  God,  or 
they  cannot  be  resurrected,  and 
brought  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Now  since  the  true  faith,  has  not 
been  on  the  earth  for  many  centur- 
ies, the  question  arises,  what  will 
become  of  all  of  the  good  people 
who  lived  before  the  true  church 
was  restored  in  these  latter  days? 
They  that  repented  of  their  sins,  and 
did  the  best  they  could*  although 
not  legally  baptized,  enter  into  the 
spirt  world  to  whatever  degree  of 
happiness  they  are  able  to  endure; 
there  they  learn  the  true  gospel. 
Living  relatives  will  have  to  be 
baptized  for  them;  then  they  will 
come  up  among  the  righteous  in  the 
first  resurrection.  It  was  this  class  of 
men  Paul  meant  when  speaking  of, 
‘The  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.'' 
They  are  “made  perfect”  after  deth. 
Heb.  12:23. 

Some  men  will  attain  to  the  glory 
that  is  represented  by  the  sun, 
others  to  that  of  the  moon.  It  will  be 
these  that  will  in  the  days  of  the 
resurrection  be  “Made  unto  our  God 
and  priests:  and  they  shall  reign  on 
the  earth ,”  Rev.  5:10.  But  the  greit 
majority  ol  all  those  that  ever  will  be 
redeemed  will  attain  only  to  the 


glory  of  the  stars.  “As  one  star 
differeth  trom  another  star  in  glorv, 
so  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,”  1 Cor.15 :4o-42.  “Every  man 
is  rewarded  according  to  his  works,” 
Whether  good  or  evil.  They  that 
know,  or  have  a chance  to  know  of 
the  true  gospel,  and  will  not  obey 
it,  cannot  fail  but  come  under  great 
condemnation  according  to  the 
word£  of  the  Saviour.  “He  that 
knoweth  the  masters  will,  and  doeth 
it  not  Shall  be  beaten  with  7nany 
stripes : he  that  lyioweth  not  shall 
be  beaten  with  few.”  These  words 
are  the  substance  of  what  are  men- 
tioned in  Luke  12:47. 

Some  men  say,  the  thief  on  the 
cross  repented  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
and  was  not  baptized;  yet  he  went 
to  heaven.  In  the  first  place,  how 
do  you  know  he  was  not  baptized? 
He  might  have  obeyed  this  ordin- 
ance two  or  three  years  before  this. 
Afterwards  he  done  wrong  by  steal- 
ing. JNo  doubt  he  repented  of  this 
evil  several  days  before  he  was  put 
to  death.  Evidently  the  Saviour  for- 
gave him;  but  the  law  of  the  land 
did  not.  In  the  next  place,  how  do 
you  know  he  went  to  heaven?  When 
Jesus  died,  he  went  among  the 
unredeemed  “spirits  in  prison,”  as 
has  already  been  shown,  and  he 
said  the  thief  would  go  where  he 
did.  My  dear  friend,  I hope  you  will 
go  to  a better  place  when  you  die; 
than  that  thief.  From  the  short  ac- 
count given  of  this  man,  his  location 
in  the  word  of  spirits,  cannot  be  def- 
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initely  determined. 

The  trials  and  temptations  that 
we  are  subject  to  in  this  life  often 
seem  hard  to  bear.  If  we  prov’e 
faithful  while  passing  through  these 
trials,  we  will  in  days  to  come,  be 
able  to  see  that  by  “Tasting  the 

c 

better  we  can  a great  deal  better 
appreciate  the  sweet,7’  or  the  joys  of 
heaven. 

Inspired  Translation. 

One  of  the  many  things  restored 
bv  the  great  modern  prophet,  the 
founder  of  “The  dispensation  of  the 
fulness  of  times,77  was  some  of  the 
lost  scriptures.  Besides  this,  he 
made  a translation,  or  rather,  a revis- 

James  T.  “And  it  repented  the  Lord  that  he 
made  man  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his 
heart.”  Gen.  6:6, 

J.  T.  “And  the  Lord  said,  because  the  cry  of 
Sodom  and  Gommorrah  is  great,  and  because  their 
sin  is  very  grevious ; i will  go  down  now  and  see 
whether  they  have  done  altogether  according  to 
the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me ; and  if  not 
I will  know,  Gen.  18:20-21. 


J.  T.  “And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  see,  I 
have  made  thee  a god  to  Pharaoh;  and  Aaron 
thy  brother  shall  be  thy  prophet,  Ex.  7:1. 

J.  T.  “And  the  L ord  plagued  the  people,  be- 
cause THEY  MADE  THE  CALF,  which  AARON  MADE,” 

Ex.  32:35. 

J.  T.  “And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the 
Angel  of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  in  the 
camp  of  the  Asyrians  a hundred  fourscore  and 
five  thousand;  and  when  they  arose  early  in  the 
morning,  bebold  they  were  all  dead  corpses,”  2 
Kings  19:35. 

J.  T,  “The  light  of  the  body  is  the  eye:  if  there- 
fore thine  eye  be  single,  thy  whole  body  shall 
be  full  of  light,  Mat.  6:32. 


ion  of  the  common  Bible,  or  King 
James  Translation.  The  Bible  in 
the  main  is  correct  in  translation, 
and  reliable  scripture;  but  there  are 
some  imperfections  in  it  that  need 
correction.,  If  this  is  not  the  case, 
why  did  a committee  of  learned  di- 
vines, a few  years  ago,  revise  the 
common  version  of  the  scriptures? 
The  revision  made  by  the  prophet 
Toseph  is  called  the  Inspired  Tran- 
slation. The  two  books  read  word 
for  word,  with  the  exception  of  the 
corrections,  and  a little  extra  in  the 
I.  T.  concerning  the  creation.  The 
following  are  a few  of  the  inconsis- 
tencies of  the  James  T.,  that  are 
corrected  by  the  Inspired  Tran. 

Inspired  T.  “And  it  repented  Noah,  and  his 
heart  was  pained,  that  the  Lord  made  man  on 
the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,”  Gen. 
8:13, 

I.  T.  “And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Abra- 
ham, the  Lord  said  unto  us,  because  the  cry  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  great,  and  because  their 
sin  is  very  grevious,  I will  destroy  them.  And  I 
will  send  you,  and  ye  shall  go  down  now,  and 
see  that  their  iniquities  are  rewarded  unto  them. 
And  ye  shall  have  all  things  altogether  according 
to  the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me,”  Gen.  18: 
19-21. 

I.  T.  “And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  see,  I 
have  made,  thee  a prophet  to  Pharaoh;  and 
Aaron  thy  brother  shall  be  thy  spokesman,”  Ex. 
7:1 

I.  T.  “And  the  ;Lord  plagued  the  people,  be- 
cause they  worshipped  the  calf,  which  Aaron 
made,”  Ex.  32:35. 

I.  T.  “And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  in  the 
camp  of  the  Assyrians  a hundred  four-score  and 
five  thousand;  and  when  they  who  wEre  left 
arose  early  in  the  morning,  behold  they  were  all 
dead  corpses.”  2 Kings  19:35. 

I.  T.  “The  light  of  the  body  isftlfe  eye : if  there- 
fore thine  eye  be  single  to  the  glory "of  God, 
thy  whole  body  shall  be  fulTof  light,”  Mat.  6:32. 
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J.  T.  “And  I say  unto  you,  that  many  shall 
come  from  the  East  and  West,  and  shall  sit  down 
with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of  the 
kingdom  shall  be  cast  out  into  outer  darkness,” 
Mat.  8:11-12. 

J.  T.  “Behold,  I send  you  forth  as  £heep  in  the 
midst  of  wolves;  be  ye  therefore  wise  as  ser- 
pents and  harmless  as  doves,”  Mat.  10:16. 

J.  T.  “All  that  ever  came  before  me  Christ)  are 
thieves  and  robbers,”  John  10:8. 

J.  T.  “For  this  Melchisedec,  king  of  Salem, 
priest  of  the  most  high  God,  * * * to  whom  also 
Abraham  gave  a tenth  part  of  all;  first  being  by 
interpretation  King  of  righteousness,  and  after 
that  also  King  of  Salem,  which  is  King  of  peace; 
without  father,  without  mother,  without  descent, 
having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of  life,” 
Heb.  7:1-3. 


I.  T.  “And  I say  unto  you,  that  many  shall 
come  from  the  East  and  West,  and  shall 
sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of 
thk  wicked  one  shall  be  cast  out  into  outer  dark- 
ness,” Mat.  8:11-12. 

I.  T.  “Behold,  I send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the 
midst  of  wolves,  be  ye  therefore  wise  Servents, 
and  as  harmles  as  doves,”  Mat.  10:14. 

I.  T.  “All  that  ever  came  before  me  (Christ), 
who  did  not  testify  of  me,  are  thieves  and  rob- 
bers,” John  10:8. 

I.  T.  “For  this  Melchisedec,  king  of  Salem, 
priest  of  the  most  high  God,*  * * to  whom  Alra- 
ham  gave  atenth  part  of  all;  first  being  by  inter- 
pretatisn  King  of  righteousness,  and  after  that 
also  King  of  peace;  for  th^i  melchisedec 

WAS  ORDAINED  a PitIFST  AFTER  THE  ORDER 

of  the  Son  of  God,  WHICH  ORDER  was 
without  father,  without  mother,  without  descent, 
having  neither  beginning  of  days,  norend  of  life,” 
Heb.  7;  1-3. 


Below  are  some  of  the  contradictions  of  the  Bible,  with  their  corrections 
by  the  Inspired  Translation. 


J.  T.  “And  Jacob  called  the  name  of  the  place 
Peniel:  fori  have  seen  God  face  to  face,  and 
my  life  is  preserved,”  Gen,  32:30. 

J.  T.  “Then  went  up  Moses,  and  Aaron,  Nadab 
and  Abihu,  **  and  they  saw  the  God  of  Israel,” 
Ex.  24:10. 

J.  T.  “And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  face 
to  face,  as  a man  speaketh  unto  his  friend,”  Ex. 
33:  11. 

J.  T.  “two  and  twenty  years  old  was  Ahazi- 
ah  when  he  began  to  reign;  and  he  reigned  one 
year  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was 
Afhaliah,  the  daughter  of  Omri  king  of  Israel,” 
2 Kings  8:26. 

J.  T.  “If  I bear  witness  (or  record)  of  myself, 
my  witness  is  not  true,”  St.  John  5:31. 


J.  T.  “The  thieves  also,  which  were  crucified 
with  h^n,  cast  the  same  in  his  teeth;”  that  is 
they  both  reviled  the  Saviour,  Mat.  27:38-44. 

J.  T.  “And  Tysaftr  they  that  were  crucified  with 
him  reviled  him,”  Mark  15:32. 


J.  T.  “No  man  hath  seen  God  at  anytime,” 
1 John.  4:12.  I.  T.  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
time,  except  them  who  believe,”  1. 
John  4:  12.  Jacob,  Moses,  Aron,  Nsdab  and 
Abihu,  were  beleivers. 


J.  T.  “Forty  and  two  years. old  was  Ahaziah 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  one  year 
in  Jerusalem.  His  mother’s  name  also  was 
Athaliah  the  daughter  of  Omri”  2 Chron.  22; 2, 

I,  T.  in  each  place  reads,  two  and  twenty 

YEARS  OLD,”  etc. 

J.  T.  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
though  I bear  record  (or  witness)  of  myself,  yet 
my  record  is  true,”  St.  John  8:14. 

I.  T.  in  each  case  says  “My  record  is  true.” 

J.  T,  “And  one  of  the  malefactors  which  were 
hanged  railed  on  him,  saying,  if  thou  be  Christ, 
save  thyself  and  us.  But  the  other  answering 
rebuked  him,  * * ^ and  said  unto  Jesus,  Lord, 
remember  me  when  thou  contest  into  thy  king- 
dom,” Luke  23:39-42. 

I.  T.  In  each  place  says,  “One  of  the  thieves” 
reviled  the  Saviour. 
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These  quotations  are  only  a few 
of  the  many  of  the  same  character 
that  can  easily  be  pointed  out. 
They  show  plainly  the  superiority 
of  the  Inspired  Translation.  The 
late  translation  of  the  Bible,  by  En- 
glish and  American  devines  is 
called  the  Revised  Edition.  1 have 
read  many  of  what  they  called,  “the 
important  changes  of  the  Old  Tes 
tament  Revised  Ed.,”  and  not  one 
of  the  inconsistencies  found  in  the 
Old  Testament  did  they  correct.  t 
I have  compared  the  New  Testa- 
ment Revised  Ed.  with  the  common 
version,  expecting  to  find  its  imper- 
fections corrected;  but  to  my  sur- 
prise, not  one , no>  not  o?ie  of  them 
have  they  corrected.  Shame  on 
such  learned  divines!  About  the 
only  changes  they  made  are  in 
places  where  it  made  no  difference 
in  the  sense,  one  way  or  the  other. 
But  where  a real  absurdity,  or  con- 
tradiction exists,  they  never  chang- 
ed it  at  all.  Sometimes  they  have 
made  it  worse.  For  instance,  the  com- 
mon Bible  says,  “We  put  bits  in  the 
horse’s  mouths,  that  they  may  obey 
us,”  James  3:3.  This  certainly  is 
correct;  but  it  didn’t  suit  the 
late  translators,  because  the 
Revised  Ed.  says,  “We  put  the 
horse’s  bridles  into  their  mouths, 
that  they  may  obey  us,”  James  3:3. 
Would’nt  you  like  to  see  a wagon, 
loaded  with  these  learifed  transla- 
tors, drawn  by  horses  harnessed  as 
they  recommend;  that  is  with  a 
whole  bridle  in  each  of  their 


mouths?  Well  might  the  Saviour 
say  of  learned  divines  in  his  day, 
“Ye  strain  at  a gnat  and  swallow  a 
camel.”  This  class  of  men  do 
the  same  now. 

There  were  about  twenty-tour 
English  divines,  and  several  Ameri- 
can ones,  employed  in  revising  the 
Bible,  for  about  ten  years.  Their 
work  is  a failure;'  they  corrected 
nothing  of  any  importance  what- 
ever. The  great  prophet  Joseph 
translated  the  Bible  at  odd  times, 
when  he  got  a chance,  during  the 
space  of  three  years;  besides 
preaching,  and  doing  a great 
amount  of  other  writing.  The 
only  assistance  he  had  was  one  man 
to  write  dowfi  the  words,  as  he  read 
them  by  means  of  the  Urim  and 
Thummin.  When  it  took  so  many 
men  of  great  learning  in  this  “en- 
lightened age,”  so  long  to  revise  the 
Bible,  and  they  made  such  a hope- 
less failure,  how  is  it  that  the  great 
modern  prophet,  a man  of  little  ed- 
ucation, did  the  same  work  in  much 
less  time,  and  did  it  ever  so  much  bet- 
ter? It  shows  plain  enough,  he  was 
guided  by  revelation  from  heaven. 
If  an  honest  man,  that  God  has 
blessed  with  common  sense,  will 
put  predjudice  from  his  mind,  and 
• carefully  compare  the  Inspired  T. 
with  the  Revised  Ed.  and  James 
Tran.,  he  will  be  led  to  exclaim, 
“truly  God  has  had  a great  prophet 
in  these  latter  days!” 

If  you  were  to  ask  any  of  the  pop- 
ular divines  at  the  present  time, 
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was  Joseph  Smith  a true  prophet?  I 
venture  to  say,,  every  man  of  them 
would  answer,  “no”  It  certainly 
seems  hard  to  believe  that  such  a 
great  number  of  men  could  be  mis- 
taken, and  bearing  “False  witness'’ 
against  the  prophet;  yet  such  is  the 
case,  if  they  would  answer  in  the 
negative.  Then  how  will  it  be  with 
the  people  who  follow  such  blind 
leaders?  It  will  be  just  as  Jesus 
has  said,  ■ “If  the  blind  lead  the 
blind,  both  shall  fall  into  the  ditch  f 
Mat.  15:14.  This  means  that  they 
do  not  enter  into  eternal  life.  In 
order  to  attain  unto  salvation,  men 
must  repent,  and  obey  the  gospel 
God  has  restored  in  these  latter 
days. 

The  Sabbath  day. 

For  some  good  reason  known  un- 
to the  Lord,  the  prophet  Joseph  was 
given  no  directions  from  heaven  to 
restore  the  Sabbath  of  the  Apostolic 
church.  After  his  death,  this  was 
done  by  his  successor  in  the  pro- 
phetic office,  James  J.  Strang.  For 
further  information  on  the  question 
of  successorship,  send  for  “Prophet- 
ic Controversy,”  No’s  1,  2,  and  3; 
address  Wingfield  Watson,  Bay 
Springs,  Charlevoix  Co.,  Mich. 

In  the  yeax  1850,  James  J.  Strang 
by  commandment  from  the  Lord 
proclaimed  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week,  “The  Sabbath  of  the  Lord 
thy  God;”  thereby  adding  another 
link  to  “the  restitution”  chain.  Be- 
sides this,  he  hasjbrought^to  light 
several  other  odmportant  truths. 


How  nicely  this  proclamation  agrees 
with  the  teachings  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  as  has  already 
been  shown.  The  teachings  of  a 
true  prophet  always  harmonize , in  a 
beautiful  manner,  with  the  scrip- 
tures that  preceeded  his  day.  With 
false  prophets,  it  is  not  so.  Al- 
though they  always  advocate  some 
truth,  yet  in  some  things,  unob- 
served by  many,  there  is  quite  a 
discord. 

THE  MARRIAGE  LAW, 

This  subject  is  much  talked  of, 
and  debated  upon,  at  the  present 
time.  This  question  does  not  alto- 
gether depend  upon  what  the  two 
great  prophets  just  mentioned,  have 
taught  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Tne  first,  and  most  important  thing 
concerning  this  matter  is  this:  what 
was  God’s  law  on  this  subject  in  Ap- 
ostolic days?  The  second  vital  point 
to  be  considered  is  this;  has  God  yet 
restored  that  law,  as  it  was  taught 
by  the  Apostles,  or  has  he  not? 

The  law  of  the  Lord  on  this  sub- 
ject was  a part  of  the  Apostolic 
faith;  the  faith  Jude  said,  “To  ear- 
nestly, contend  for.”  If  this  law  in 
all  its  bearings,  has  not  been  alrea- 
dy restored  to  the  Christian  church, 
then  it  will  be . Why?  because  the 
Apostle  Peter,  an  able  exponent  of 
the  Christian  faith,  as  it  was  taught 
by  Jesus  himself,  testified;  that, 
“All  things  spoken  of  by  the 
prophets,”  will  be  restored , during 
“The  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 
things,”  or  in  the  latter  days,  Acts  3 
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: 21.  God’s  law  on  this  subject 
is  one  of  the  many , “things  spoken  of 
by  the  prophets.” 

Ye  Latter  Day  Saints  who  con- 
demn the  unpopular  parts  of  “Mos- 
es and  the  prophets;”  why  do  ye  so? 
Neither  Jtfsus,  “The  Captain  of  our 
salvation,”  nor  his  Apostles  did  so, 
why  do  ye?  Just  like  Sectarians,  ye 
quote  from  the  Psalms  of  David, 
the  prophecy  of  Jacob  concerning 
his  twelve  sons,  and  tell  about  what 
a rightous  man  Abraham  was;  yet 
if  any  of  those  men  lived  now,  you 
would  not  admit  them  to  be  a mem- 
ber of  your  church.  O consistency 
thou  art  a jewel!  Jesus  says,  Abra- 
ham, Isaac  and  Jacob,  are  “In  the 
kingdom  of  God,”  Mat.  8:11. 

If  ye  had  your  own  way,  you 
would  cast  them  out.  Ye  certainly 
know  that  the  immortal  Joseph  has 
said,  “There  must  be  a wielding 
link  between  this  dispensation , and 
all  the  other  dispensations  since  the 
world  began.”  This  means  that' 
“this  dispensation”  must  harmonize 
with  all  the  others.  If  this  was  not 
the  case,  how  could  men  of  this 
generation  be  placed  in  the  gospel 
structure  mentioned  by  St.  Paul? 
They  must  be  “Fitly  framed  togeth- 
er,” or  they  cannot  be  placed  there, 
see  Eph.  2:21.  Ye  debate  with  Sec- 
tarians on  the  first  principles  of  the 
gospel,  and  of  course  you  have  an 
easy  victory,  because  you  teach 
these  things  correctly,  and  they  do 
not.  Jesus  has  said  “With  what 
measure  ye  meet,  it  shall  be  meas- 


ured unto  you  again.”  When  this 
is  done,  and  vou  are  “Weighed  in 
the  ballance;”  if  the  members  of 
your  church  or  any  other  church , do 
not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  what 
the  Saviour  requires,  they  will  be 
“Found  wanting.” 

I am  aware  that  “The  signs,” 
spoken  of  by  St.  Mark  follow  you. 
This  shows  that  you  advocate  sever- 
al important  truths;  but  it  does  not 
prove  that  all  you  advocate  is  the 
truth.  There  are  some  cases  of 
healing  among  the  Sectarians. 
This  is  one  of  “the  signs,”  yet  )ou 
know  as  wel’.  as  we,  that  they  are  on 
the  wrong  track.  The  Saviour  has 
informed  us  how  it  will  be  in  the 
judgement  day.  “Many  will  say 
unto  me  in  that  day  Lord,  Lord, 
have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  namel 
and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  dev - 
ilsi  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  works ? And  then  will  I 
profess  unto  them,  I never  knew 
you:  depart  from  me  ye,  that  work 
iniquity,”  Mat.  7:22.  It  is  plain  to  be 
seen  by  these  words,  that  the  class 
of  men  spoken  of  here,  honestly 
thought  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  These 
men  “cast  out  devils,”  and  did 
“many  wonderful  worlds,”  or  mira- 
cles “in  the  name ” of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  yet  they  will  be  rejected.  Why? 
the  only  true  reason  that  can  be 
given  is,  because  a part  of  the  doc- 
trines they  advocated  were  not 
scriptural . When  such  great  men 
as  these  will  be  rejected,  where  will 
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they  appear  who  deny  the  need  of 
the  gifts  of  the  spirit,  further  revela- 
tion, and  in  many  other  ways  con- 
tradict the  Bible? 

The  most  reliable  test  by  which 
to  know  a true  teacher  of  religion 
from  a false  one  is  this;  does  what  he 
advocates  agree  with  the  already 
written  word  of  God , or  does  it  not? 
“To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony: 
(says  the  great  prophet  Isaiah)  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  the  word , 
it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in 
them ” Isa.  8:20. 

Restoration  of  Israel. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Israelites 
are  the  decendants  of  Abraham, 
through  the  lineage  of  the  twelve 
sons  of  Jacob.  They  were  given  the 
land  of  Canaan  for  “An  everlasting 
possession,”  on  conditions  they 
would  obey  God  and  keep  his  com 
mandments.  This  land  was  divided 
by  lot  among  the  twelve  tribes  by 
Joshua,  Josh.  18:16.  The  boundry  of 
each  tribes  inheritance  is  described 
in  Josh.  14-19  ch.  inclusive.  On  ac- 
count of  their  sins,  they  were  many 
times  carried  into  captivity.  When 
they  repented,  the  Lord  raised  up 
a man  to  deliver  them.  They 
attained  to  the  highest  of  their  na- 
ional  power,  in  the  days  of  Solomon. 
From  the  time  of  Moses  untill 
Rheoboam,  the  son  of  Solomon, 
they  were  a united  nation , and  led  by 
inspired  men  of  more  or  less  impor- 
tance. At  this  time,  ten  of  the  twelve 
tribes  revolted;gained  their  indepen- 
dence, were  called,  the  kingdom  of 


Isreal.  The  remaining  two  tribes 
were  called,  the  kingdom  of  Judah. 
The  kingdom  of  Israel  was  carried 
into  captivity  by  the  king  of  As- 
syra  B.  C.  721.  Since  then  they  have 
not  returned  to  the  land  of  Canaan. 
They  are  now  often  spoken  of,  as 
“the  lost  tribes  of  Israel.”  It  was 
the  kingdom  of  Judah  that  dwelt  in 
Palestine  when  the  Messiah  came. 
The  most  of  them  rejected  him  and 
his  gospel,  and  the  consequence 
was  they  have  been  driven  out  of 
that  land,  and  scattered  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  unto  the  present 
time. 

History  is  a record  of  events 
that  have  already  occurred.  Unful- 
filled prophecy  is  similar  to  history 
reversed.  With  a correct  knowledge 
we  can  know  about  events  that  are 
yet  in  the  future,  with  as  much 
accuracy,  as  though  they  had  al- 
ready taken  place.  Nearly  all  the 
prophets  of  the  Bible  have  predicted 
the  restoration  of  the  twelve  tribes 
of  Israel,  to  the  land  of  Canaan. 
See  Isa.  1-26,36:13-18,  35  ch.ler.12: 
15,16:14-16,32:37-41,  Ezek.  37:21-28, 
Joel  3:1-2,  Amos  9:9-15,  Micah 
7:18-20,  Zeph.  3:15-20,  and  Zech. 
8 ch.  The  words  in  connection  with 
these  references  will  be  litteraly 
fulfilled.  Jer.  33  ch.  is  very  plain  on 
the  restoration  of  Israel,  particularly 
the  7 ver;.  “And  I will  cause  the 
captivity  of  Jude  ah , and  the  captivity 
of  Israel  to  return,  and  will  build 
them , as  at  the  first.”  The  return 
from  captivity  of  Judah  and  Israel, 
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means  that  the  decendants  of  the 
twelve  tribes  are  to  be  restored  to 
their  native  land,  and  the  Lord 
“will  build  them  as  at  the  first  .” 
Well,  how  were  they  “at  the  first?1’ 
The  land  was  divided  by  lot  to  each 
tribe,  the  Levites  administered  in  the 
Aaronic priesthood  in  the  temple  at  Jer 
usalem , the  people  were  united  in  one 
government,  and  led  by  prophets 
of  God.  Then  we  can  safely  conclu- 
de, that  the  decendants  of  Abraham, 
“will  be  Uuilt  up”  in  this  manner 
again.  The  prophet  Ezekel  informs 
us  they  will  be  settled  according  to 
their  “Old  estates,”  Ezek.  45:1,47:13- 
22.  That  land  has  not  been  divided  in 
this  manner  since  the  days  of  Joshua; 
but  in  the  near  future,  this  will  be 
litteraly  fulfilled,  according  to  the 
words  of  the  prophet.  I venture  to 
say,  there  is  not  a man  now  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  that  can  without 
revelation  from  God,  correctly  point 
out  the  boundry  of  the  inheritance 
of  each  tribe.  This  will  have  to  be 
done  by  further  revelation,  through 
a prophet  of  God. 

The  land  of  Canaan  has  been  a bar- 
en  waste  for  many  hundred  years;  but 
lately  has  become  fertile.  The  Turk- 
ish government,  which  has  control  of 
this  land,  would  not,  untill  a few 
years  ago,  let  the  Jews  return  and 
remain  in  that  place.  The  result  of 
their  liberalitv  in  this  matter  is,  that 
many  thousands  of  them  now  live 
in  the  land  of  Palestine,  The  Lord 
has  brought  about  these  results,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  their  final  res- 


toration. But  they  never  will,  nor 
never  can  be  “built  up  as  at  the  first,’ 
until!  they  accept  the  same  gospel 
they  rejected  eighteen  hundred 
years  ago.  The  former  day  Saints 
were  required  to  preach,  “This  gos- 
pel of  the  kingdom,”  first  to  the 
Jews , and  then  to  the  Gentile  nat- 
ions. The  Latter  day  Saints  have 
been  commanded  to,  preach,  “this 
gospel  of  the  kingdom,”  first  to  the 
Gentile  nations , and  then  to  the 
children  of  Israel,  “That  the  first 
may  be  last,  and  the  last  first.”  God 
has  giyen  but  one  gospel  for  the 
salvation  of  Jews  and  Gentiles.  By 
it  they  will  “Be  grafted  into  the 
tame  olive  tree,”  Rom.  n ch. 

As  soon  as  there  is  a specialty 
made  of  introducing  the  gospel  of 
“The  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of 
times,”  to  the  house  of  Israel,  they 
will  be  converted  by  thousands, 
return  to  the  land  of  their  fathers, 
and  build  up  the  place,  as  the  pro- 
phets of  old  have  predicted.  Then 
that  people  will  accept  Jesus,  for  the 
true  Savibur.,  The  gospel  as  it  is 
preached  by  L.  D.  Saints  will  be 
the  means  in  the  hands  of  God  of 
converting,  and  restoring  the  scat- 
tered sons  of  Jacob,  to  their  gather- 
ing place,  “and  build  them,  as  at  the 
firsts  This  will  be  done  under  the 
leadership  of  a great  prophet,  that 
will  soon  be  raised  up.  The  prophet 
Joseph  has  predicted  of  him,  and 
described  him  as  “One  mighty  and 
strong , like  unto  Moses.”  Hp  is  to 
“Set  in  order  the  house  of  God,” 
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and  bring  to  pass,  “The  redemption 
of  Zion.”  It  may  be  asked,  how 
will  we  know  that  prophet,  from 
others  who  claim  to  hold  the  same 
office?  In  this  way,  a true  prophet 
always  teaches  and  upholds  all  that 
the  prophets  who  preceeded  his  day 
did.  He  will  take  up,  “ The  restitution 
of  all  things”  where  the  last  proph- 
et left  off,  add  more  links  to  “the 
restitution”  chain,  write  more 
scripture,  and  all  this  will  harmo- 
nize with  the  already  written  word 
of  God.  Besides  all  this,  he  will  have 
to  be  ordained  by  authority  from 
heaven,  for  the  good  reason  that 
men  holding  a lower  office,  cannot 
ordain  a man  to  a higher  office, 
than  they  hold  themselves.  Much 
might  be  quoted  from  the  Bible  to 
prove  that  this  man  will  be  of  the 
tribe  ol  Judah. 

This  great  prophet,  predicted  of  by 
the  founder  of  this  dispensation , is  the 
same  man  that  has  been  pointed 
out  by  St.  Paul.  He  testified,  “That 
blindness  in  part  is  happened  to 
Israel,  untill  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in  Rom.  11:25. 
To  the  Jews  who  accepted  the  gos- 
pel, this  “blindness,”  “Was  done 
away  in  Christ,”  2Cor.  3:14.  The 
greathr  part  of  them  did  not  do 
this,  so  the  “blindness”  remained, 
and  will,  “untill  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in,”  or  the  fulness 
of  the  gospel  unto  the  Gentiles. 
When  this  time  comes,  which  will 
be  in  a few  years,  Paul  informs  us, 
“'And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved: 


as  it  is  written,  there  shall  come  out  r . 
of  ifiif  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  4 * 
away  ungodliness  from  Jacob,” 

Rom.  z&rt 9.  Many  persons  believe  //•  2-  6 

“the  Deliverer”  was  Christ;  but 

this  is  not  the  case.  Jesus  had 

already  came,  and  was  gone  from 

the  earth  for  several  years,  when 

Paul  wrote  these  words.  Besides 

this,  the  Apostlic  said,  “ there  shall 

come,”  this  great  man,  thereby 

placing  him  in  the  future,  from  his 

own  day.  The  house  of  Israel  have 

not  been  in  a saved  condition  unto 

the  present  time;  but  when  “the 

Deliverer,,  does  his  work,  “all 

Israel  shall  be  saved.”  The  Saviour 

will  not  fulfill  this  event  in  his 

second  coming,  because  he  will 

not  come  to  preach  the  gospel;  but 

to  reward  the  righteous,  and  cutoff 

the  wicked. 

It  has  been  made  known  by  rev- 
elation in  these  days,  that  L,  D. 

Saints  are  nearly  all  descended 
through  the  lineage  of  “Ephraim 
who  had  mixed  himself  among  the 
people,”  Hosea  7:8.  That  is,  a part 
of  them  lost  their  identity  as  a tribe 
of  Israel,  and  became  “mixed” 
among  the  Gentile  nations.  To  L. 

D.  Saints,  who  are  mostly  descend- 
ants of  Ephraim,  the  son  of  Joseph, 
the  Lord  has  entrusted  the  great 
work  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
Israelites,  who  are  at  present  scat- 
tered throughout  the  world,  and  res- 
toring them  to  their  long  lost  poss- 
essions., Is  it  not  remarkable  that 
this  very  thing  has  been  predicted 
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by  Moses,  more  than  three  thousand 
years  ago?  When  that  great  proph- 
et was  blessing  the  tribes  of  Israel; 
he  said  of  Joseph,  “His  glory  is  like 
the  firstling  of  his  bullock,  and  his 
horns  are  like  the  horns  of  unicorns: 
with  the?n  he  shall push  the  people  to - 
together  to  (or  from)  the  ends  of  the 
earth:  and  they  are  the  ten  thousands 
of  Ephraim , and  they  are  the 
thousands  of  Manas s eh, ” Deu.  33:17. 
From  this  quotation  it  is  evident 
that  nearly  all  the  ministers  of  God, 
who  will  be  instrumental  in  “pushing 
the  people  (the  scattered  Jews)  to- 
gether from  the  ends  of  the  earth,” 
will  be  of  Ephraim . How  nicely 
this  agrees  with  the  revelation.  God 
has  given  in  this  generation,  on  this 
subject?  We  also  learn  by  this  verse 
that  it  is  with  “his  horns,”  that 
Ephraim  will  do  this  great  work. 
This  means  that  the  true  priesthood 
is  held  by  these  servants  of  the  Lo^d, 
made  strong  by  the  spirit  of  God, 
and  a correct  understanding  of  the 
scriptures.  By  the  last  verse  quoted 
you  can  see,  that  the  decendants  of 
Abraham  would  be  scattered,  “to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.”  Is  not  this 
litterally  fulfilled?  Every  prediction 
made  by  Moses  has  been,  or  will  be, 
laterally  fulfilled.  So  you  may  de- 
pend on  it,  the  great  work  Ephraim 
is  to  do  in  the  restoration  of  Israel, 
will  be  accomplished  as  Moses  and 
the  other  prophets  have  pointed 
out. 

The  ministers  of  God  unto  the 
nations  of  Apostolic  days  were  ot 


Jewish  stock.  L.  D.  Saints  are  the 
ministers  of  God  unto  the  nations 
in  these  latter  days,  and  they  are  ot 
Israelitish  origin.  All  this  helps  to 
fulfil  the  promise  made  to  Abraham, 
“In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,”  Gen.  22;i8. 
There  are  many  great  things  pre- 
dicted by  the  prophets  of  old,  which 
will  be  ijfulfilied  while  the  house  of 
Israel  are  being  gathered  to  their 
own  land,  but  it  would  make  this 
work  too  lengthy  to  introduce  them. 
I have  tried  to  be  brief,  and  convey 
as  much  information  as  possible,  in 
few  words.  If  I have  succeeded, 
unto  God  be  the  praise. 

Restoration  of  sacrifices. 

It  is  mentioned  so  many  times  in 
the  New  Testament,  that  Jesus  sac- 
rificed his  life  for  the  sins  of  man- 
kind, that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer 
to  them.  Yet  no  part  of  the  Bible 
teaches  that  all  sacrifices  ceased  on 
this  account.  The  sacrifices  that 
men  offered  before  Christ  came, 
helped  the  people  to  believe  the 
sacrifice  he  would  make  for  them. 
After  he  came  some  of  the  same 
things  were  kept  up  by  the  Christian 
church,  to  keep  the  people  in  mind 
of  the  great  sacrifice  Christ  had 
made . 

Jesus  kept  the  feast  of  the  Pass- 
over,  and  the  absurdity  of  saying, 
that  the  example  he  gave  was  all 
upset  by  his  followers,  as  soon  as  he 
died,  has  been  shown. 

“And  Paul  after  this  tarried  there 
yet  a good  while,  and  then  took  his 
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leave  o t the  brethren,  and  sailed 
thence  into  Syria,  and  with  him 
Priscilla  and  Aquilla:  having  Shorn 
his  head  in  Cenchrea:  for  he\  had  a 
vow”  Acts  18:18,  From  this  we 
learn  that  Aquilla  had  “shorn  his 
head/’  because  “he  had  a vow.” 
What  law  of  God  was  he  observing 
when  doing  this?  Evidently  the 
Nazerite  law.  This  man  and  his 
wife  were  prominent  members  of  the 
church,  see  Rom.  16:3-4. 

The  21  ch.  ot  Acts  gives  an  ac- 
count of  St.  Paul  and  his  company 
going  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  a few 
things  that  were  said  and  done 
while  he  was  there.  “And  the  day 
following  Paul  went  in  with  us  unto 
James  ^and  all  the  elders  were  present ” 
ver.  18.  Paul  then  informed  them  ot 
“What  things  God  had  wrought 
among  the  Gentiles  by  his  ministry.” 
“And  when  they  heard  it  (James  and 
the  elders)  they  glorified  the  Lord, 
and  said  unto  him,  thou  seest, 
brother,  how  many  thousand  of 
Jews  there  are  which  believe;  and 
they  are  all  zealous  of  the  law:  and 
they  are  informed  of  thee , that  thou 
teachest  all  the  Jews  which  are 
among  the  Gentiles  to  forsake 
Moses,  saying  that  they  ought  not 
circumcise  their  children,  neither  to 
walk  after  the  customs,”  verses  20. 
21.  Paul  did  not  teach  the  converted 
Jews,  “to  forsake  Moses,”  and  to 
not  walk  after  the  customs;”  neither 
did  he  tell  them  to  “not  circumcise 
their  children:”  yet  the  people  were 
“informed”  that  he  did.  The  Apostle 


James  continued  to  tell  Paul  what 
to  do.  “What  is  it  therefore?  the 
multitude  most  needs  come  togeth- 
er; for  they  will  hear  that  thou  art 
come.  Do  therefore  this  that  we 
say  to  thee:  we  have  four  men 
which  have  a vow  on  them;  them 
take,  and  purify  thyself  with  them\ 
and  be  at  charges  with  them,  that 
they  may  shave  their  heads ; and  all 
may  know  that  those  things  whereof 
they  were  informed  concerning  thee, 
are  nothing;  but  that  thou  thyself 
also  walkest  orderly , and  keepest  the 
law,”  verses  22-24.  This  was  the 
advice  of  James  to  Paul,  take  these 
“four  men  which  have  a vow  on 
them,”  and  “be  at  charges  with 
them,  that  the)  may  shave  their 
heads,”  so  that  the  Jews  may  know 
that  what  has  been  reported  about 
“thee  are  nothing,”  or  false;  by 
doing  this  the  people  will  know, 
“that-  thou  thyself  also  workest 
orderly,  and  keepest  the  law.”  From 
all  this  we  learn  that  St.  Paul  taught 
the  converted  Jews,  “to  circumcise 
their  childen,”  and  to  “walk  after 
the  customs;”  but  it  was  reported 
that  he  did  not  teach  these  things. 
To  convince  them  he  did,  James 
told  him  what  to  do,  so  the  people 
would  know  he  “kept  the  law.”  “As 
touching  the  Genties  which  believe, 
we  (the  Apostles  at  Jerusalem)  have 
written ' and  concluded  that  they 
observe  no  such  a thing;”  that  is, 
they  need  not  circumcise,  see  Acts 
15:24-30.  “Then  Paul  took  the  men, 
and  the  next  day  purifying  himself 
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with  them  entered  into  the  temple,  to 
signify  the  accomplishment  of  the 
days  of  purification,  untill  that  an 
offering  shhuld  be  offered  for  every 
one  of  them . And  when  the  seven 
days  were  almost  ended,  the  Jews 
which  were  of  Asia,  stirred  up  the 
people,”  verses  25-27.  By  these  verses 
it  can  be  seen,  that  Paul  went  “into 
the  temple,  to  purify  himself,”  with 
the  “four  men,”who  “shaved  their 
heads,”  because  “they  had  a vow  on 
them.”  If  he  had  not  been  mobed 
while  there,  he  would  have  remained, 
“untill  an  offering  should  be 
offered  for  every  one  of  them.” 
What  law  was  this  that  Paul  and 
these  four  men  were  observing? 
Apparently  the  Nazerite  law,  which 
is  recorded  in  the  sixth  ch.  of  Num. 
This  chapter  makes  provision  for 
offering  a sacrifice  in  connection  with 
this  law.  This  is  just  what  was  com- 
manded by  the  leaders  of  the 
Christian  church,  for  St.  Paul  and 
the  four  men,  “ an  offer eing  (of  a 
sacrafice)  should  be  offered  for 
every  one  of  them.”  It  was  this  same 
law  that  Aquilla  kept  while  at  Cen- 
chrea.  This  makes  six  members  of 
the  church,  who  kept  up  this  law.  St. 
Luke  wrote  these  things,  the  leaders 
of  the  church  commanded  this  law 
to  be  kept,  and  the  others  did  as 
they  were  told.  This  was  done 
about  twenty-five  years  after  Christ 
left  the  earth.  The  law  these  men 
observed  at  this  time,  was  a part  of 
“the  Apostolic  faith.”  If  it  was  not, 
the  Apostles  would  not  have  kept  it 


up.  It  has  not  yet  been  restored; 
but  it  will  be*  Why?  Because  it  is 
one  of  the  many  things , “Spoken  of 
by  the  prophets,”  that  will  be 
restored  during  “The  times  of  the 
restitution  of  all  things ,”  in  these 
latter  days. 

“For  Paul  had  determined  to  sail 
by  Ephesus,  because  he  would  not 
spend  the  time  in  Asia:  for  he 
hasted,  if  it  were  possible  for  him, 
to  be  at  ferusale?n  the  day  of  Penta- 
costfi  Acts  20:16.  This  verse  tell  us 
that  St.  Paul  was  anxious,  “to  be  at 
Jerusalem  the  day  of  Pentecost,” 
but  does  not  tell  why?  But  a few 
years  before  this,  he  made  use  of 
these  words-P  I must  by  all  means  keep 
this  feast,  that  cometh  in  Jerusa- 
lem,” Acts  18:21.  This  yerse  does 
not  inform  us  which  of  the  feasts , 
Paul  said,  “he  must  by  all  means 
keep.”  It  was  one  of  them,  most 
likely  the  feast  of  Pentecost.  Now 
if  you  don’t  believe  there  were 
sacrifices  offered  in  connection  with 
this  feast,  just  read  the  23  ch.  of 
Lev.  You  believe  any  of  these 
Apostles  when  they  tell  you,  “There 
is  no  other  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  you  can  be 
saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus;“  now 
believe  them  when  they  inform  you, 
that  these  laws  given  by  Moses  were 
kept  up  by  them. 

The  feast  of  Pentecost  was  kept 
in  olden  times,  and  in  Apostolic 
days,  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  feast 
of  the  Passover.  It  was  also  reck- 
oned from  “Such  time  as  thou  be- 
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ginnest  to  pat  the  sickle  to  the  corn,” 
and  often  called  “The  feast  of 
Weeks”  Deu.  16:9-10.  Sometimes 
it  was  called  “The  feast  of  Harvest,” 
Ex.  23:16.  It  might  appropriately 
be  called  the  feast  of  First  Fruits , 
because  “The  first'  fruits”  of  the 
land  were  brought  “Into  the  house 
of  the  Lord,”  at  that  time,  Ex.  23: 
16-19,  3 4:22,  Lev.  23:17,  Num.  28: 
26.  The  feast  of  Pentecost,  Weeks, 
Harvest,  or  First  Fruits,  was  kept 
by  Si  Paul,  as  already  shown.  It 
has  been  restored  to  the  church  in 
these  latter  days,  by  the  prophet  j. 
J.  Strang,  successor  to  the  prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  This  makes  another 
link  to  “the  restitution”  chain.  It 
is  and  always  was  kept  up  for  a 
“Thank  offering”  unto  the  Lord  for 
our  bountiful  harvests.  The  law  of 
this  land  appoints  a day  each  year, 
usually  in  the  month  of  November, 
to  be  kept  for  a holiday,  at  which 
time  all  are  requested  to  give  thanks 
unto  God  for  our  abundant  crops. 
Many  a fowl  meets  with  its  death  for 
that  happy  occasion.  When  the 
law  of  the  land  makes  this  provis- 
ion, is  it  any  wonder  the  church  of 
Christ,  or  Kingdom  of  God  does 
likewise? 

The  whole  of  Mai.  4 ch.  is  a 
prophecy  of  events,  that  will  have 
their  fulfillment  in  the  latter  days. 
The  prophet  says,  “The  day  com- 
eth,  that  shall  burn  as  an  oven;  ar*d 
all  the  proud,  yea,  all  that  do  wick 
edly,  shall  be  stubble  * * *.  And 
ye  (the  righteous)  shall  go  forth, 


and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  stall  * 
* *.  Remember  ye  (the  righteous) 
the  law  of  Moses  my  servant,  which 
1 commanded  unto  him  in  Horeb 
tor  all  Israel,  with  the  statutes  and 
judgements ,”  Mai.  4:1-4.  It  is  com- 
monly believed  that  the  law  Moses 
gave,  “was  done  away  with,”  when 
Christ  came.  If  this  was  true,  why 
did  the  Lord,  by  his  prophet  Mala- 
chi,  ’command  his  servants,  the 
righteous  of  the  last  days,  to  “re- 
member” that  law,  “with  the  stat- 
utes and  judgements?”  Moses  told 
the  people  to  offer  sacrifices  for  va 
rious  things,  and  informed  them  of 
the  “judgements”  that  would  follow, 
if  they  did  not  as  they  were  com- 
maned.  Now  the  Lord  calls  upon 
his  servants  to  “remember”  these 
things. 

“But  who  may  abide  the  da>  ot 
his  coming?  (‘the  messenger  of  the 
covenant’)  and  who  shall  stand 
when  he  appeareth?  for  he  is  like 
refiner’s  fire,  and  fullers  soap.  And 
he  shall  sit  as  a refiner  and  purifier  of 
silver:  and  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of 
Levi , and  purge  them  as  gold  and 
silver,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the 
Lord  an  offering  in  righteous- 
ness,” Mai.  3:1-3.  By  this  we  learn 
that  “the  messenger  of  the  coven- 
ant,” will  “sit  as  a refiner  and  puri- 
fier of  silver.”  What  for?  “to purify 
the  sons  of  LeviP  For  what 
purpose?  “that  they  may  offer  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteous^- 
ness.”  It  is  evident  these  words  are 
yet  unfulfilled,  for  it  says,  “but  who 
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mav  abide  the  day  of  his  coming? 
and  who  shall  stand  when  he  ap- 
peareth?”  What  will  be  the  result 
of  “ purifying  the  sons  of  Levi?” 
“ Then  shall  the  offermg  of  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  be  pleasant  unto  the 
Lord,  as  in  the  days  of  old,  and  as 
in  former  years ,”  4 verse.  Did  “the 
sons  of  Levi”  offer  sacrifices  unto 
the  Lord,  “in  days  of  old,”  or  “for- 
mer years?”  This  is  too  well 
known  to  be  denied.  Well,  Mala- 
chi  informs  us,  that  the  time  is  com- 
ing when  “the  messenger  of  the 
covenant”  will  come,  and  “puri- 
fy” the  Levites,  so  they  will  offer 
sacrifices  “in  righteousness,”  “as  in 
days  of  old.”  If  space  would  per- 
mit, much  more  might  be  quoted 
from  the  Bible  to  show  that  sacrifi- 
ces are  to  be  restored , in  the  latter 
days. 

The  prophet  Joseph  was  the  first 
man  in  this  generation,  to  point  out 
the  fact,  that  “The  decendants  of 
Zadcffi  have  the  first  right  to  admin- 
ister in  the  Aaronic  priesthood.” 
But  he  was  not  the  only  prophet  to 
mention  this;  because  Ezekiel  did 
also.  When  this  prophet  was  des- 
cribing the  boundery  of  the  inheri 
tance  of  the  Levites,  after  Israel  is 
restored  in  the  latter  days,  he  locat 
ed  them  where  they  were  before, 
and  made  use  of  these  words. 
“ When  ye  shall  divide  by  lot  the  land 
for  inheritance,  (this  is  yet  undone) 
* * * the  holy  portion  of  the  land 
shall  be  for  the  priests  the  ministers 
of  the  sanctuary , which  shall  come 


near  to  minister  unto  the  Lord,  and 
it  shall  be  a place  for  their  houses, 
* * * the  rest  of  the  land  shall  they 
give  to  the  house  ot  Israel  accord- 
ing to  their  tribes,”  Ezek.  45:1-8. 
These  “priests”  will  be  “The  sons 
of  Zadok,”  Ezek  *44:15  16,  48:11. 

The  prophetic  office  of  the  higher, 
or  Melchisedec  priesthood  has  not 
been  confined  to  any  particular 
tribe  of  Israel.  Aaron,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  high  priests,  held  a part 
of  this  priesthood,  as  well  as  the 
Aaronic.  The  lower,  or  Aaronic 
priesthood,  since  the  days  of  Aaron 
has  been  kept  up  in  his  lineage;  be- 
cause unto  him  and  his  sons,  this 
authority  was  given  to  be  “Everlast- 
ing throughout  their  generations/’ 
Ex.  40:13-15.  This  blessing  was 
also  given  to  Phinehas,  the  grand- 
son of  Aaron,  Nurn.  25:10-15 
Christ  came,  and  held  the  highest 
office  of  the  higher  priesthood,  lle'o. 
5: 10. Many  of  the  Aaronic  priests, who 
administered  in  the  temple , joined 
with  the  church  Jesus  introduced; 
for  “A  great  company  of  the  priests 
were  obedient  unto  the- faith,”  Acts. 
6:7.  For  seveal  years,  “All  that  be- 
lieved were  together  and  had  all 
things  common,  * * * and  they 

continued  daily  with  one  accord  i?i 
the  temple ,”  Acts  2:44  46.  There- 
fore “the  priests,”  that  “were  obedi 
ent  to  the  faith,”  were  with  them 
“that  believed,”  and  were  “daily 
with  one  accord  in  the  temple .”  So 
when  St  Paul  came  up  to  Jerusalem, 
“to  keep  the  feast,”  and  afterwards 


VPB 


THE  SABBATH  AND  THE  RESTITUTION. 


47 


went  “into  the  temple/’  with  four 
men,  “who  had  a vow  on  them,”  to 
“be  purified,”  “until  an  offering  was 
offered  for  every  one  of  them/’ 
these  Aaronic  “priests,”  who  “were 
obedient  to  the  faith,”  were  there  to 
attend  to  the  duties  of  their  office. 

The  priests  that  did  not  join  the 
church  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles 
held  no  authority  to  administer 
in  the  gospel;  yet  they  kept  up  their 
ordinations  ever  since.  It  is  this 
invalid  priesthood  that  is  had 
among  the  Jews  at  the  present  time. 

The  Melchisedec  and  Aaronic 
priesthoods  of  the  true  faith  ceased 
to  exist  on  the  earth,  when  the 
church  apostatized  in  the  early  cen- 
turies. This  is  why  they  had  to  be 
restored  in  these  latter  days.  The 
founder  of  “The  dispensation  of  the 
iulness  of  times”  was  ordained  by 
authority  from  heaven,  to  these  two 
priesthoods.  When  the  gospel  goes 
to  the  house  of  Israel,  they  will 
accept  it.  Then  there  will  be  plen- 
ty of  the  descendants  of  Zadok  to 
be  found,  who  belong  to  the  true 
faith.  Many  of  these  will  be  or- 
dained to  the  Aaronic  priesthood. 
It  will  be  these  that  in  days  to 
come,  when  the  land  of  Canaan  is 
“divided  by  lot,”  will  administer  in 
the  temple , that  is  yet  to  be  built  in 
Jerusalem;  and  be  “the  priests,  the 
ministers  of  the  sanctuary,”  Ezek. 
45:1-4.  These  “priests,”  who  are  to 
be  “ministers  of  the  sanctuary,”  are 
“sons  of  Levi,”  through  the  lineage 
of  Aaron,  Phinehas,  and  Zadok. 


When  “the  messenger  of  the  coven- 
ant,” “suddenly  comes  to  his  tem- 
ple,” it  will  be  these  “sons  of  Levi,” 
he  will  “purify,”  “that  they  may  of- 
fer unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in 
righteousness,”  “as  in  the  days  of 
old,”  Mai.  3:1-4. 

It  was  the  sacrifices  that  were  of- 
fered for  sin  that  were  not  kept  up 
after  Christ  was  crucified,  and  not 
those  that  were  offered  in  con- 
nection with  the  keeping  up  in  memo 
ry  of  great  events.  There  has  been 
a great  amount  of  lost  scripture, 
and  whatever  kinds  of  sacrifices 
were  intended  to  be  discontinued; 
has  been  discribed  in  them.  This  cer- 
tainly is  not  sufficiently  explained  in 
the  scripture  that  has  been  handed 
down  to  us-the  Bible.  This  point 
will  be  made  known  in  due  time,  by 
more  revelation. 

The  Coming  of  Christ. 

After  Jesus  was  resurrected, 
“Many  bodies  of  the  saints  which 
slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  their 
graves  after  his  resurrection,  and 
went  into  the  holy  city,  and  ap- 
peared unto  many,  Mat.”  27:52-53. 
Pie  then  had  an  immortal  body . 
The  Appostles  were  slow  to  believe 
he  was  resurrected,  so  he  said  to 
them,  “Behold  my  hands  and  my 
feet,  that  it  is  I myself:  handle  me, 
and  see;  for  a spirit  hath  not  flesh 
and  bones , as  ye  see  me  have,” 
Luke  24:39.  By  this  we  learri  that 
an  immortal  body  consists  of  “flesh 
and  bones.”  They  gave  the  resur- 
rected Saviour,  “A  piece  of  broiled 
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fish  and  of  an  honeycomb.  And  he 
took  it,  and  dui  eat  before  them,” 
Luke  24:42-43.  The  Apostle  John 
testifies  to  this,  John  21:5-14.  This 
Apostle  said  “Beloved,  now  are  we 
the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet 
appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we 
know  that  when  he  (Cnrist)  shall 
appear,  we  shall  be  like  him-,  for  we 
shall  see  him  as  he  is,”  1 John  3-2. 
He  talked  w’th  the  Apostles  on 
Mount  Olivet,  “And  while  thev  be- 
held, he  was  taken  up;  and  a cloud 
received  him  out  of  their  sight,” 
Acts  1:9. 

When  he  comes  again  at  the  end 
of  the  world,  it  will  not  be  to 
preach  to  the  people.  “The  Lord 
Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming 
fire  taking  vengance  on  them  that 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ,”  2 Thes.  1:7-8.  He  has  told 
us  how  it  will  be  when  he  comes  at 
the  end  of  the  world.  “For  as  in 
the  days  that  were  before  the  flood, 
they  were  eating  and  drinking,  mar- 
rying and  giving  in  marriage,  until 
the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the 
ark,  and  knew  not  until  the  flood 
came,  and  took  them  all  awav;  so 
shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
man  be , Mat.  24:38-39.  Why  will 
all  this  desolation  come  at  the  end 
of  the  world?  The  former  quota- 
tion gives  the  answer.  “They  obey 
not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,”  but  follow  counterfit  reli- 
gions. “This  gospel  of  the  kingdom 


shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world 
for  a witness  unto  all  nations;  and 
then  shall  the  end  come,”  Mat.  24: 
14.  This  shows  that  the  gospel  is  to 
be  preached  “for  a witness,”  before 
the  end.  Men  have  their  agency, 
they  can  accept,  ur_  reject  the  true 
faith.  The  most  of  them  prefer  to 
reject  it,  because  it  is  unpopular. 
They  would  rather  have  counterfiit 
gospels,  represented  to  be  the  truth, 
preached  to  them.  So  anxious  are 
the  people  for  this  kind  of  religion, 
that  they  are  willing  to  pay  well  for 
it.  The  true  gospel  is  preached  free 
of  charge-,  yet  the  most  of  them  won’t 
have  it  at  even  that  price. 

The  church  of  Christ  on  earth  is 
represented  in  the  scriptures,  to  be 
the  Saviour’s  wife,  2 Cor.  11:2,  Eph. 
5:23-32.  “That  great  city,  the  holy 
Jerusalem,”  which  John  seen  in  pro- 
phetic vision,  “Descending  out  of 
heaven  from  God,”  is  also  repre- 
sented to  be  “The  bride,  the  Lamb’s 
wife,”  Rev.  21:9-10.  No  wonder, 
“that  great  city,”  is  the  bride,  the 
Lamb’s  wife;”  for  it  is  the  dwelling 
place  of  all  the  resurrected  saints 
and  translated  prophets,  since  the 
days  of  Adam,  that  belong  to  this 
earth.  It  is  in  this  place  the  Sav- 
iour dwells  the  most  of  the  time;  and  it 
is  there  his  church  that  is  in  heaven 
is  to  be  found.  The  Apostle  John 
seen  the  time  when, “Mystery,  Baby- 
lon, the  Great,  the  Mother  of  Har- 
lots,” will  fall,  Rev.  18  ch.  Then 
the  righteous  are  represented  to 

i say,  “Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice, 
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and  give  honor  to  him:  for  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his 
wife  hath  made  herself  ready/’  Rev. 
19:7.  “The  marriage  of  the  Lamb,” 
means  the  time  when  the  Saviour 
and  his  church  in  heaven,  comes  to 
his  “wife”  or  his  church  on  the 
earth:  after  that,  they  dwell  together 
on  the  earth . This  is  the  time  of 
“The  marriage  supper  of  the 
Lamb,”  and  the  end  of  the  world. 

By  “The  dispensation  ot  the 
fulness  of  times, “ God  will  “ gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ, 
both  which  are  in  heaven ; and  which 
are  on  earth, u Eph.  1:10.  “The 
gathering  together  in  Christ  of  all 
things  which  are  on  earth,”  includes 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  all 
the  Gentile  nations,  and  gathering 
the  righteous  of  them,  to  places 
that  have  been,  and  will  be  appoint- 
ed. It  also  includes  preaching  the 
gospel  to  the  whole  house  of  Israel, 
and  restoring  the.m  to  their  gather- 
ing place,  “And  building  them  up 
as  at  the  first , Jer.  33:7.  While  this  is 
being  done  the  i^ord  will  make, 
“An  everlasting  covenant  with 
them,“  Jer.  32:40,  Ezek.  37:26. 
The  former  covenant  with  Israel  has 
been  broken,  Besides  this,  “He 
will  set  his  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of 
them  for  evermore , my  tabernacle 
also  shall  be  with  them,“  Ezek.  37:- 
26-28.  Now  if  you  want  to  know 
what  the  “sanctuary, “ and  “taber- 
nacle“  are,  just  read  Heb.  9:1-5, 
Ex, 40:1-11.  These  things  were  with 
Israel,  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 


until  they  were  dispersed  A.  D.  72. 
Much  might  be  quoted  from  the 
Bible  to  prove  that  another  temple 
is  yet  to  be  built  in  Jeiusalein.  When 
this  is  done,  the  “sanctuary”  and 
“tabernacle,”  will  be  restored.  They 
are  among  “the  things  spoken  of  by 
the  prophets,”  and  will  be  restored , 
during  “the  times  of  the  restitution.” 
Bear  in  mind,  these  things  are  to  be 
restored  to  Israel,  at  a time  when 
the  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel; 
that  is,  the  twelve  tribes  are  dwelling 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  Ezek.  37:  21- 
28:  Ten  of  these  tribes  had  been 
absent  from  that  land' over  a hun- 
dred years,  when  Ezekiel  wrote 
these  words,  and  have  been,  ever 
since:  therefore,  /his  prophecy  did 
not  have  its  fulfillment,  in  the  rest- 
oration of  the  two  tribes  from  the 
Babylouish  captivity. 

The  exact  time  for  Christ’s  second 
advent  was  not  revealed,  from  the 
days  of  Adam,  up  to  the  time  he 
came.  “But  of  that  day  and  that 
hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  the 
angles  which  are  in  heaven,  neither 
the  Son,  but  the  Father,”  Mark  13: 
32.  This  great  event  will  take  place 
during  “the  times  of  the  restitution 
ot  all  things.”  It  is  a part  of  “the 
restitution,”  for  the  absent  Saviour 
and  all  the  resurrected  saints  to 
come.  Christ  will  come  when  his 
church  on  earth,  “Is  adorned  for 
her  husband.”  That  is,  when,  “the 
Apostolic  faith”  in  all  its  parts  are 
restored,  and  “The  gathering  to- 
gather  of  things  on  earth,”  about 
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complete;  then  comes,  “The  gather- 
ing from  heaven.”  This  includes 
the  coming  of  Christ,  all  the  res- 
urrected saints  and  translated  pro- 
phets, and  “The  holy  Jerusalem.” 
All  this  will  come  to  pass,  in  a har- 
monious and  scientific  manner, 
according  to  the  workings  of  “The 
dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times.” 

Conclusion. 

Jesus  went  to  heaven,  and  will  re- 
main there,  “Until  the  times  of  the 
restitution  .of  all  things  spoken  of 
by  all  the  holy  prophets , since  the 
world  began. H Some  of  this  great 
work  will  take  place  after  he  has 
come.  It  is  during  “the  times  of  the 
restitution, “ that  he  will  come. 
Then , “All  the  proud,  yea,  all  that 
do  wickedly,  shall  be  stubble, “ 
Mai. 4:  i.  The  first  resurrection 
takes  place  at,  and  immediately 
after,  the  coming  of  Christ.  The 
second  resurrection  will  occur  a 
thousand  years  from  the  time  he 
comes,  see  Rev.  2och.  These  are 
things  “spoken  of  by  the  prophets. 

The  animals  of  the  earth  were 
peaceable  towards  each  other,  be- 
fore Adam  was  driven  out  of  the  gar- 
den of  Eden.  They  all  walked 
quietly  before  him,  so  he  might 
name  them,  see  Gen.  2:19.20. 
About  the  time  Christ  comes,  or 
shortly  after,  they  are  to  be  restored 
to  their  former  peaceable  habits,  Isa 
11:6-8,65-25.  The  time  is  coming 
when  “The  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea,”  Isa.  u:8# 


These  words  will  not  have  their  ful- 
fillment, until  a good  while  after 
Christ  has  come.  There  are  many 
other  things  that  belong  to  “the  res- 
titution of  all  things,”  that  might 
be  referred  to,  but  space  wi)l  not 
permit. 

If  a foreigner  comes  to  this  coun- 
try, and  wishes  to  become  a citizen; 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  go  to  the 
proper  officer,  appointed  by  the  law 
of  this  land  to  attend  to  this  duty. 
Now  supposing  this  foreigner  went 
10  a man  who  had  no  authority  to 
act  in  this  office,  yet  he  swore  him 
in,  and  gave  him  his  naturalization 
papers;  the  foreigner  might  be  ever 
so  sincere,  yet  every  one  knows,  he 
would  not  be  a citizen  of  this  coun- 
try. In  like  manner,  when  a person 
wishes  to  become  a citizen  of  the 
church  of  Christ,  or  kingdom  of  God, 
they  must  comply  with  the  conditi- 
ons by  which  they  can  become  natur- 
alized citizens.  These  conditions 
are,  faith  in  God  and  his  son  Jesus 
Christ,  repentance,  baptism,  and  the 
laying  on  of  hands.  Baptism  is  for, 
“The  remission  of  sins,”  Acts  2:38, 
22:16.  This  must  be  done  by  an 
officer  of  the  cnurch  of  Christ,  or  it 
would  be  of  no  use.  The  laying  on 
of  hands,  is  for  to  confer  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  This  gift,  “Shall 
teach  you  all  things,  and  b/ing  all 
things  to  your  rememberance,” 
John  14:26;  and  “Guide you  into  all 
truth and  show  things  to  come” 
John  16:7.  If  you  do  not  live  faith- 
ful, and  be  baptized  by  a man  who 
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holds  authority,  you  “Will  be  found 
wanting,”  when  “The  fire  shall  try 
every  man’s  work  of  what  sort  it  is,” 
i Cor.  3:13. 

Dear  reader,  when  you  die,  it  is  the 
end  of  the  world  to  you . The  most 
important  thing  to  attend  to  in  this 


life,  is  to  prepare  for  the  world  to 
come.  “To  him  that  overcometh 
(says  the  Saviour)  will  I grant  to  sit 
with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I 
also  overcome,  and  am  set  down 
with  my  Father  in  his  throne.”  * 
The  end. 


NOTE — Unfortunately  there  has  been  some  mistakes  made  in  printing 
this  pamphlet.  There  are  a few  places  where  there  should  have  been  none . 
Sometimes  wrong  words  have  been  inserted . The  most  erroneous  of  these  are 
corrected  on  the  margin . So??ie  words  are  spelled  wrong.  The  manuscript 
was  pretty  correct  in  all  these  things . It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  reader  will 
find  th  is  work  interesting  and  profitable  reading , and  not  critisize  its  imper 
fections . 


E.  T.  COUCH. 


